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Buffalo^, New York 


Dear 



f- contained 

Ji A : ' 75: ' •■• ?.-/I'flflJED 
EXCET'T V.'i!IK2 SHOWS 
OTHERWISE, . " 


/, 7 (Cj 


Your letter of May 11th nas Deen receivea. 

It was certainly good of you to furnish me the 
benefit of your observations, and I appreciate them. I can 
assure you, however, that this Bureau is ever cognizant of 
its responsibilities, and it will continue to make every effort 
to discharge its obligations with the highest degree of thoroughness 
and dispatch. 


Enclosed is some material which Z hope you will 


find of Interest. 


Co V 42 


"MAILED 10 


Sincerely yours, 

J k Edgar fiooser 
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Enclosures^) 

U.S. News 6 World Report, 12-7-64 
U.S. News & World Report, 12-21-64 
Senator Dodd's remarks, 2-25-65 
The FBI and CivU Rights 
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May 11, 1965 

Dear Mr Hoover; 

I have been pondering over this man Martin Luther 
King as a leader of the Negro race here in the United States, 
as too wheather he is a citizen of this country, and if not should 
be stoped from any further demonstrations as has been carried 
on in the past, this I hope will be looked into by you, to 
forebid any unlawful person from a foreign land to enter United 
States for that purpose, or the overthrow of our Goverment. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 



Address per envelope: 



Buffalo 3, N.Y. 
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Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


Date: 5/10/65 

I’l^pe "in pTaintext 'or ’ code) 
(Priority)’ “ 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) CLASSIFIED ... 

EXTENDED ’ • 

, REASON for Wit— ^ . 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) FCIW, It VV^ 

OftTE OF BEVlEVv FOR 5I , ft. - 

D E CLASStF ICATION.y /A 

SUBJECT: CIRM ,., v rri'M l ',||‘» u 

IS-C ' 



\ 
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/ l 


(00: NY) 


cot: 


capt 


Enclosed are nine copies of a letterhead memorandum, 

^and dated as above, reporting information from l /^\ Ln[^\ 
Two copies are furnished to the Atlanta Office, and V 
one copy is enclosed for the information of Pittsburgh. 

Sources furnishing characterizations of individuals 
mentioned in the letterhead memorandum are as follows: 
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K cs.* ct8& 






4 - Bureau (100-442S29) (Ends. 9 ) (RM) 

0. - 100 - 106670 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ) 

2 - Atlanta (100-5586) (MARTIN LuTri&T KING, JR. ) (ENCLS.2) (INK)) (EM) 
(1 - 100-6670) fCIRM) ’ ' 

1 - New York (100-46729) (BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 

1 - New York (IOO-I 36585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.) (42) A 
1 - New York (100-149194) (COMINFIL SCLC) (4l) ' ' mMri|jii,/'i 

1 - New York (100-148269) HARRY WACHTEL) (42) ^ ^ 

1 - New York (100-1537355 (42) * 

r- *-Pittsburgh (100- ) Enel. 1) RM :- 
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//, Special Agent in Charge 
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KY 100-153735 


ESTHER HEIPITS (PH) la unknown to the New York Office. 

This letterhead memorandum is classified "Secret" 
because It contains information from a source, who has 
furnished highly sensitive information with respect to the 
racial situation in the NYO and the Communist infiltration 
thereof. In view of this, a "Secret" classification is necessary 

to protectL(j ) \pl 6) 
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In Kopiy, l‘lr<n.t* Krfcr to 

Filo AVj. 


Bureau 100-442529 


Now York, Mow York 
May 10, 1965 


Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised on May 9# 1965* that a 
conference of Martin Luther King, Jr. (President of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, SCLC), and his 
advisors, including Andy Young (Executive Director of the 
SCLC), Harry Wachtel and Bayard Rustin, took place on that . 

date. According to the source, the following transpired: 

It was agreed that King would decline the invitation 
to attend the rally at Madison Square Garden (on June 8, 1965), 
to be held under the auspices of the Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy (SANE). His reason for declining will be 
attributed to pressing needs In Alabama in regard to the 
voting rights bill.V £ 

Wachtel brought up the fact that the Hammermill 
Paper Company is having Its annual meeting in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
on Tuesday (May 11, 1965), and in that regard, there is a 
movement underway to have a Blt-in to protest segregated policies 
of the company In its Alabama mills. The sit-in, sponsored 
by college students, is being promoted by Esther Heifits 
(phonetic), according to Wachtel/s son, who is a student 
at Oberlin College in Ohio, 


fachfcel* s son, 

s to 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 










Orymp- T 

Furl”' 4 ’'?* c 

downgrading awd . 




I 

ft— 


Excrri’l 'i 

Pile oi PwUoW 



\ 

\ 

V 

V 

iW 



1■» M pp 




P.e: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


Another matter which was discussed was King's trip 
to New York, on Wednesday, May 12, 19 & 5 - that regard, it 

was stated that he will arrive at Kennedy International 
Airport at 2:34 PM, and that all of those attending the 
conference will meet him. The purpose of the meeting, the 
source said, will be to go over plans for a summer project. Jb 


source 
and at 


King's main purpose in coming to New York, the 
said, is to speak on Long Island on Wednesday night. 
Queens College, Long Island, on Thursday afternoon .V 


The ’’Long Island Press", Saturday, 

May 8, 1965, reported that five Long 
Island communities will be visited by Martin 
Luther King on Wednesday before he Is 
scheduled to speak at a voting rights 
rally in West Hempstead, at 8:00 PM, 

May 12, 1965 . J 


Wachtel told King that he would handle all 
arrangements in connection with his visit on Long Island. 

He also said he wanted to introduce King to some millionaires 
on the Island on Thursday morning. \J 

TV 





Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


Harry Wachtel Is the Executive Vice 
President of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, 15 East 40th Street, New York, 

New York. He resides at 29 Split Rock 
Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York. 



A characterization of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 



With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr., is the president, and serves to 
raise funds for the SCLC. 







Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


In "The. Saturday Evening Post", issue of July 11 
18, 1961) , page 76, Bayard Rustin is the subject 
of a feature article captioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil IU. tits"* In it, Rustin is said to 
h^ve conic to How York in 1938, os on organizer 
for the 'young; Communist League (TCL), ar.d as 
such, he had the job of recruiting students for 
the "Party", Furthermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in Hew York, ,Austin 
gave, most of his earning,s so the "Party". He 
reportedly left the "Forty" in 19i)l, the article 
states, 

The I CL has been dcsit nr. ted pursuant to 
Executive Order 10i]50. 



The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, page 1 
column 2, reported that ,3ayard riustin, Executive 
Secretary, War Hr sisters Lea. ue, was an observer 
at the lhth National Convention of the 
Communist Party, United States of America 
(_CP, USA), held in Hew ifork City, on 
February 9-12, 1957. 


The "Daily Worker" 
publication until 
January 13, 1958. 


was an East Coast Communist 
it ceased publication on 

•c ■ ' ■' 



Another confidential source, 
reliable information in the 
February 19, 20, 196^, that 
contacted benjamin J. Davis 


who has furnished 
past, advised on 
3a yard Hus tin 
on those dates 


€ 


StfcHCT 
- 4 - 



Communist Influence In Racial matters 


and sought his advice as to how he could escape 
from a speaking engagement to whicn he vias 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told 
Rustic that he ms working on his request and 


had contacted friends who had contacts with the 
group to which Rustin was to speok 





"The Hew York Times", August 24, 1964, pa^e 27, 
column 4, reports that Benjamin J. Davis, 
1'ational Secretary, CP, USA, died in Hew fork 
City on the night of nugust 22, 1964* 





1. APPE NDIX 

NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1961 , prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29, 19^, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which 'is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 

(Committee on Un-A erican Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21. 1950, 
originally related September 17, 1950.) 

"3. 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 

1956, p. 91.)” 
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: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-442529) 
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: SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) 


SUBJECT: CIRM 

(OOtNY) 
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are enclosed for the Bureau 9 copies of an 
uin setting forth information furnished by^lHH^^on U(?) 
5/:/65, concerning conversations between STANLEY LEVISON \ ~i(b) 
and CLARENCE JONES on that date^T . Vo ^ 


{>- Bureau (100-442529) (Ends. 9) (RM) 

(1 - 1C0-106670) (M. L. KING) 

5 - Atlanta (100-667OT tRfflTZ: 1TS jnaaSCHS ^ 

(1 - 100-5386) (M.L. Kl(#“™*S X 
(1 - 100-S71e) (SCLC) —i, wa i-\ 

<1 - 100-6488) (SNCC) ’"’lAl7 tU^—K 

(1-157- ) (SCOPE) r V'ilijaSCSp- 

1 - New York (100-10 8413 ) c ^EA3«r“PERKINSj 
1 - New York (100-111180) (STANLEY LEVISON) 

1 - New York 0 00-73250) (CLARENCE JONES) 

1 - New York (100-149194) (SCLC) 

1 - New York (157- ) (SCOPE) 


JFO tnbc 
(IS) 

Approved: qr 

Special Agent in 
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NY 100-152735 


This LHM is c lasa^ ! i | fi | ^lJl^cret :, because it j /„ 
contains information from. a source which is 

furnishing highly sensitive information concerning the 
racial situation in the US and Communist influence therein* 
It is felt that this classification is necessary to protect 
this valuable source. 




It is noted that the original plan was for 
JONES to arrange with KING to meet with himself and 
LEVISON in Atlanta on either Sunday or Monday, May 2,3, 

1SB5. NY instituted surveillance of JONES and placed him 
on the United Airlines Flight for Atlanta with HARRY 
BELAFONTE on the morning of *1/30/65. NY subsequently 
received information that JONES was returning to IJY on 
Saturday, 5/1/65, which along with information that KING 
was going to Philadelphia, indicated that the conference \ 
between KING, LEVISON and JONES would not take place* W/ 


It also was felt that since JONES was going 
to Atlanta on Friday that he would be the person to bring 
KING the speech he requested for his Philadelphia speaking 
engagement. 


When information was developed by Philadelphia 
that KING was coming to NY on Saturday evening, a sur¬ 
veillance was conducted on LEVISON to cover any meeting he 
might make with KING. As indicated by the attached LHM, 
LEVISON did not meet with KING in NY on the night of 5/1/65, 
and, in fact, as LEVISON stated there was a complete mis¬ 
understanding between the three of them and that JONES 
should arrange a new meeting now tentatively scheduled for 
May 10 or 11, 1965 in Atlanta. 
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Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 




A confidential source furnished the following 
information concerning contacts between Stanley Levison 
and Clarence Jones on May 2 , 1965: X/ f \ 

it he saw trie "i 


Levison told Jones that he saw trie ''person” in 
Philadelphia as he was being ushered into a meeting and this 
"person” told him that he would see Levison later. Levison 
said that he replied he would not be around. Jones stated 
that the only reason he would have stayed around would have 
been for the three of them getting together. Jones added 
that he was waiting to hear from either one of them as to 
whether he would go to Philadelphia. Levison commented 
that apparently there was a complete misunderstanding 
between the three of them and asked Jones tjj c^ll^Philadelphis 
and work out a meeting in the near future. K- UQ 

(It is noted that Martin Luther King was in 
Philadelphia over the 'weekend of May 1 and 2, where he was 
to address a bar association group). 

Subsequently, Clarence Jones contacted Martin 
Luther King who told Jones that things went well on May 
1, 1965, and that Stan (Levison) brought the "statement”. 

King added that he used the "thing” he worked up in New 
York because he did not have time to look at the material 
Stan brought him before going on stage. 

lixcia;•* '■ - ^Sk T. Ew fl l uljfl fr e m aut o mata., 

D.te oi h7 dnwnaJii ng anti — 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property 
of the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and 
contents are not to be distributed outside 
“ ,"" T J* :ur agency. 
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Communist Influence in Racial Matters 


King mentioned that he would return to Atlanta 
and be there until May 12 * when he would go to New York 
for a meeting. Jones told him that there are a couple of 
pressing matters, both relating to the New York Office (of th 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference) (SCLC) that needed 
to be discussed because "our friend" is going on a trip 
soon. They tentatively set a meeting for themselves and 
"our friend” for May 11, 1965 in Atlanta, (_-> 

The source has previously furnished information 
showing that when King and Jones discuss "our friend" they 
mean Stanley Levison^ 

Jones also said that when King attends an 
Administrative Committee meeting (of SCLC) on May 6,7, 

1965, he hopes King will discuss the Summer Community Organ¬ 
ization and Political Education Project because this is a 
problem between the SCLC and the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, ( 

Jones and King also discussed the handling of 
the. proceeds from the "Broadway Answers Selma" show (held 
in New York City on April 4, 1965). King said the group 
should check with Vilie Branton (phonetic) about the money 
because he has handled gifts in the past.- King wants the 
Anti-Detaxation League to give the money directly to the 
Southern Regional Council since this league now has the 
money from the show, Jones agreed to discuss the matter 
with Branton (phonetic) who is now in Atlanta. 

Wiley Branton was chosen recently by Vice 
President Humphrey to be Executive Secretary of the 
President’s Council on Equal Opportunity.(_ 


S 
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Later, Levison was again in contact with Jones 
who raid he had spoken to King. Jones stated that King 
said the first chance they can meet will be the nights of 
Kay 10 i nd 11 in Atlanta. Levison said that he could make 
it and Jones added tryst all v that remained was to confirm 
the date with King..y 


iU) 


Levison proposed that they meet before seeing 
Kings stating this would give them a framework from which 
to work, and Jones agreed, Levison said the two main things 
to be considered are, the organization of the SCLC to 
make it a real organization and the questions around King 
personally, $ W) 

Jones advised that King had placed top priority 
on a plan to find someone who could be what amounts to 
an executive vice president. King told Jones that if he 
knew anyone qualified he could hire him. Levison said he 
was glad King felt this way and that they would discuss 
it. Levison aid he would like to suggest Larry Perkins 
of the United Negro College Fund, Jones remarked that he 
doubted that Perkins would be willing to go to Atlanta. 

Levison further stated that they had to find 
someone who would work well with Jones and for this 
reason it is important that he and Jones find someone for 
this position. Jones commented that the problem is that 
there is a breakdown because there is nobody to take charge 
of things* Levison then added "in a certain sense it is 
what I do in New York in the New York Office . He never 
has any problems in connection with it because I make 
the decisions and then Adele (Kanter cf the New York SCLC 
Office) just goes ahead and does it and that ig what he 
needs in Atlarta on a far larger scale, "/Jp, /Jj J 

Lev^spr.j and Jones agreed to discuss this at their 
next meeting* 
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Clarence Jones 


Clarence; Jones is the General Counsel to the 
Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 15 East 40th 
Street, New York, New York. 




The Labor Youth League has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


Larry Perkins 


A confidential source advised on March 5, 1954, 
that Larry Perkins was known to him to be a member 
of the Communist Party. 









Ui,iTED STATES DEPARTMENT 01 JUSTICE 
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New Torkj New York 
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nufilo 130-V,2529 


Title Communist Influence in Racial Matters 


Character Internal Security - C 


memorandum 

York. 


Reference is made to the letterhead 
, dated and captioned as above at New 


All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced communication 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Date: 
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TO: 

FROM: 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Knoxville (157-253) 


THREATS AGAINST THE LIFE OF 
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Attached hereto for the Bureau are eight copies 
and for Atlanta two copies of an LHM reporting information 
received in the Knoxville Office on 4/30/65. 

The sources from which this information was obtained ✓'-p 
are as follows: 


bl(p) 



The sources for Highlander Research and Education 
Center are as follows: 


bl(p) 
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which committee advised the Bureau by memo reflecting inter 


views with various witnesses, including BUDENZ. 
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KX 157-253 

among klansmen of Dr. KING'S reported trip to Blount 
County to dedicate the summer camp and the possibility 
of klansmen being involved in violence directed against 
him. 

This information was furnished locally to OSI, 
ONI, G-2 and Secret Service. 

The submitting office is following this matter 
through sources from which the above information was ob¬ 
tained. 


No action is requested of the Atlanta Office 
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THREATS /GAINST THE LIFE OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 




HIGHLANDER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER 



Monteagle, Tennessee; that it was an institution with 
classes on a seminar basis supported primarily by donations 
from individuals and from labor unions in the form of pay¬ 
ments for students who attend, and to some extent by the 
Farmers' Union. It offered courses of instruction in labor 
organization, official economics, parliamentary procedure, 
and the general field of labor education. g 

This source added that this school has had 
Communist Party members on its staff and as instructors, 
and has followed the practice of welcoming Communist Party 
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THREATS AGAINST THE LIFE OF 
MARTIN L UTH E R KI NG_ 


uw-T'b' rs as students, but to the source's knowledge the 
school has never offered courses of instruction in Com¬ 
munistic matters nor has the Communist element ever com¬ 
pletely controlled the institution. 

fBHHHVa3vised that LOUIS BUDENZ, admitted 
former editor of the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist 
newspaper, and former official of the Communist Party, advised 
on November 21, 1952, that the Highlander Folk School was 
pro-Communist. BUDENZ did rot give further details regard¬ 
ing this school. 

The October 8, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel, a local daily/newspaper published at Knoxville, 
Tennessee, contained ar/ article reflecting the Highlander 
Folk School had announced plans for a similar school at 
Knoxville to be lcc«Vd at 1625 Riverside Drive. The arti¬ 
cle identified MYLESymUtTON as Director of Highlander. 

The December 17, 1961 issue of the Knoxville News- 
Sentinel contained an article reflecting that on December 16, 
196I~ ass* ts of Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee, 
were aucti ned by the State of Tennessee under a court decree 
alter the school was convicted of violating three Tennessee 
laws and failed in appeals to the State and United States 
Supreme Courts, 

The July 8, 1962 issue of the Knoxville News-Sentinel 
contained an article reflecting the land on which Highlander 
Folk School was formerly located had been sold at public auction 
under court decree. The article stated that MYLES HORTON, 
Director of Highlander, during its entire existence, has moved 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, and has been granted a State Charter 
for an organization called Highlander Research and Education 
Center. 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC. 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KLANS) 


Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, Georgia, 
show that this klan organization was granted a corporate 
charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, under the 
name United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc. 

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that United 
Klans was formed as a result of a split in U. S. Klans, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to the source, the split 
resulted from a leadership dispute and United Klans has the 
same aims and objectives as the parent group. These are the 
promotion of Americanism, white supremacy, and segretation of 
the races. 

The first source and a second source advised in 
July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established headquarters 
in Suite 401, The Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The 
organization is directed by Robert Shelton, Imperial Wizard, 
and is the dominant klan group in the South with units in 
several southern states. 

On August 14, 1961, the second source advised that 
the organization formerly known as United Klans, Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan of America, Inc,, would be known in the future 
as United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 
The second source said the name was changed by a resolution 
adopted at the National Klonvocation held July 8, 1961, at 
Indian Springs, Georgia. 

Second source advised that at a meeting at Prattville, 
Alabama, on October 22, 1961, a majority of the klaverns of the 
U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan merged with the United 
Klans of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC., 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN 
(Tennessee) 


On March 20, 1961, a source advised that a state 
meeting of the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., 
was held at Harriman, Tennessee, on Sunday afternoon, March 19, 
1961. GEORGE COMPTON, Grand Dragon, State of Tennessee, 
announced that the U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Inc., was no longer in existence and Imperial Officer WESLEY 
MORGAN of Atlanta was present and announced the formation of 
a new organization, United Klans of America, Inc., Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan. The Source stated that members present from 
the Maryville, Harriman, and Dayton, Tennessee, chapters of 
the U. S. Klans, KKKK, Inc., voted unanimously to affiliate 
with the United Klans of America, Inc., KKKK. The Source 
advised that the Dayton, Tennessee, Klavern was not holding 
regular meetings and that only the Maryville and Harriman 
Klaverns were holding regular meetings. 

On July 20, 1964, Source stated that the only 
active chapters of this organization in Tennessee are at 
Maryville, Tennessee, Harriman, Tennessee, and that recently 
a chapter has been formed at Knoxville, Tennessee. These 
chapters hold regular meetings. 
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In Rrply, Plocue IMer to 
FiU Ao. 


UN. i'EI) STATES DEPARTMENT OP OSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Knoxville, Tennessee 
May 3, 1965 


THREATS AGAINST THE LIFE OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Reference is made to memorandum dated May 3, 
1965, at Knoxville, captioned as above. 



Sources concealed herein in referenced communi¬ 
cation have furnished re liable information in the past 
except Contact with these persons has 

not been maintained for a sufficient length of time to 
permit an accurate evaluation to be made of information 
furnished by them. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (157-400) 

RE: ALLEGED PLOT/BC ASSASSINATE 

MARTIN LUTHEk/KIKG, JR, 

AT WILSON, N.C. 

5/16-23/65- 

RM 


Re Charlotte tel to the Bureau and Atlanta 
dated 5/3/65. - s 

Established sources at Atlanta, Ga., have not 
received information of a trip by KING to Wilson, N.C. 
Sources have advised that KING will be in Louisville, 
Kentucky on 5/16/65 and New York City for a convention 
of the American Jewish Committee on 5/20/65. There is 
no information available to date regarding KING’S where¬ 
abouts for the other days of that week. 

Atlanta will follow KING’S activities and advise 
Charlotte of any intended visit to that Division. 
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U.S. District Jvtd^e John Levis Snj.th, 
National Archives. 
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I have received the copy of your letter of May 6th 
to Honorable Edwin Willis and want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your very kind remarks. X am glad that youfound, 
my speech, ’’Time for Decision,” to be of Interest. 

While I would like to be of assistance concerning 
the question you asked, Information in our flies must be maintained 
as confidential pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice 
and Is available for official use only. I am sure you will understand 
the reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to comment 
as you desire. 



X am enclosing some information which X hope you 
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Sincerely yours, 
2iJEdgar Hoover 
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will find of interest, 

ALL INTONATION CONTAINED 
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Enclosures (5) 

Remarks by Senator Dodd regarding Civil Rights Matters z->^ cr 
FBI’s Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
FBI: Protector of Civil Liberties 
FBI and Civil Rights 
FBI... Guardian of Civil Rights 
NOTE: Bufiles reflect the following information concerning the corres¬ 
pondent. Previous outgoing 12/1/64. She sent copy of letter she wrote to 
local radio station supporting Director after hearing critical editorial. She 
was not identifiable 4nd^vfas sent Time for Decision. 

Correspondent refers 'to that society which is assumed to be the John Birch 
Society with which the Bureau is familiar. /' 
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Honorable hdwin V/illis, Chairman 
House Committee on Un-American Activities 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Vuillis: 


Martin Luther h'.ia£_is surrounded by communists and 
' financed by^communists. he refuses to disassociate himself 
from them ot*" their financial backing, J. Edgar Hoover was far 
too modest in his appraisal of this demagogue. 

An investigation of King and cohorts would not be 
political suicide, lentlemen; it would be upholding the ten 
commandments. 

s Very truly yours. 



cc: Hon. W. Hungate 
Mr. J.E. Hoover 

*'r. Hoover - Can you give me suggestions on how best I C3n heir 
combat this mor ster' I am a member of THAT ...noiety 
; and qo much letter writing and informing, etc. 

By the way, your "Time for decision” given in 
... - Chicago was exactly what we expect from a great 

ran that ”ou are, dir. 

* _____ 
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SAC « BIRMINGHAM (4 7-2821 ) A ■' .'V - V 
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MARTIN LUTHER'KINO, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
THREATS AGAINST KING 

ReBUAirtel 4-13-65 and BHairtel 4-19-65. 

^Enc^se^^^^^rnemorandum of explanation submitted to 
me by SA concerning his delay in preparinp a 

letterhead memorandum for dissemination in the above captioned 
matter. / 

b liS-) \ _ 

SA failure to act more promptly in this matter 

resulted from his determination that the complainant who furnished 
the original information was completely unreliable and had 
obviously furnished false information. The Agent handled this 
matter more or less as a routine impersonation matter rather than 
treating it as a legitimate threat against the life of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 



I have discussed this matter at some length with SA 
^MM^and strongly reprimanded him for his delay in disseminating 
the information. He .now fully understands that any information 
pertaining to a threap against the life of MARTIN LUTHER KING is 
to bfc immediately disseminated regardless of the source of the 
information. He is a relatively new Agent in the service, who 
appears to have learnec a valuable lesson from this incident. 

Srgsa • " XZuj- »«"U. 

^5) ,r k‘ 3 ^-2*^65 

C 0TVflc* r : r' ; -vv:fu^os8. *' -^ __ 

OTHERWISE. * 
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./Approved' 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


.M 






BH 67-252 


It should be noted that the information furnished by the 
comnlainant was immediately disseminated to local authorities 
in Birmingham. 

RECOMMENDATION : /- 7 ^ C / 

Although SA^SB^was derelict in not disseminating 
the information more promptlv, I am confident he will handle 
such matters expeditiously in the future. He has been 
orallv reprimanded and made fully aware of the Bureau's 
resnonsibilities in matters of this kind. No further 
administrative action is recommended. 
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UNITED STATI.S C(> 

Memorandum 

TO : SAC, Birmingham (47-2821) date: 4/26/65 

subject: MAR tin LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 
THREATS AGAINST KING 


Instructions to advise the Bureau of the above 
matter were given to this Agent on the afternoon of March 19, 
1965. 

This Agent commenced working on the 
investigation, March 21, 1965; and on March 2 

March 26, 1965, be was assigned 
subject of a Civil Rights case. 
Federal Grand Jury, April 5-6, 
1965. This matter was dictated on April 7, 1965. 

The complainant in this matter turned out to be 
completely unreliable, and the information he furnished was 
obviously without any basis in fact. Had there been any 
reason to put any credence at all in complainant's informa¬ 
tion, the above matter would have been considered as a security 
matter, and Atlanta and the Bureau would have been immediately 
advised on March 11, 1965. The letterhead memorandum was only 
furnished to confirm the telephonic contact of the local Bureau 
of Narcotics with their Washington, D.C., Office in this matter 

Since local authorities had been advised of the 
above, and in view of the complainant’s complete unreliability, 
it was not felt that any further action was required. 

In the future, any information received regarding 
a threat to MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., will be immediately 
disseminated to the Bureau and Atlanta, regardless of the 
source of the information. 

I sincerely regret the delay in this instance, 
and assure you there will be no recurrence. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 
THREAT AGAINST KING 


I/O 



Belmont 

Callahan 

Sullivan 

Baumgardnt 
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By airtel April 26, 1965, Special Agent in Charge Ii 

the Bi rmingham Office submitted explanations of Special Agent!__ 

gm^concernlng bis delay in preparing a letterhead memorandum Tor 
submissio n to th e Bureau and recommended no additional administrative 
action as (HWthad been orally reprimanded and made fully aware /*f the/ 
Bureau’s responsibilities in matters of this type. i/jAfi/t 

Special Agent in hi6 explanation, a copy of which lk 

attached, stated that the complainant who originally submitted the 
information, indicating that five Individuals were planning to kill 
Martin Luther King, Jr., at Birmingham with a reward of $15,000 being 
offered to the assassin, was completely unreliable and there was no reason 
to put any credence to information furnished. The information furnished 
was obviously without any basis in fact and, therefore, was not given 
expeditious handling. The information was submitted to the Bureau primar 
• A to confirm telephonic contact of the Birmingham Bureau of Narcotics with 

j their Headquarters at Washington, D.C, since the complainant alleged that 

>' he was "employed" by the Federal Narcotics Bureau in Washington, D.C. / 

L 'l(c) Special Agent who received the information on March 11, 

^ ^ ' 1965, did furnish information regarding the alleged threat to the 

United States Secret Service, the Federal Bureau of Narcotics and local 
law enforcement agencies on the same date the information was received. 
This action was all that was necessary with the exception of keeping the 
Bureau advised. 

f A good portion of the delay duringtheperiod March 11, through 

( April 8, 1965, was ca used b^ Special Ag ent IMHP assignment to expedite 

A/.t matters Including the bank robbery and violations oj 

fcAV the Civil Rights Act. ^ 

EX 110 -- 

OBSERVATIONS: v . . >3 

KL1965 

It appears that Special Agent QIHVevaluation of the infor¬ 
mation received was correct. The necessarylnmi'Bdiete on was also tah 
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 
BE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 
100-106670 


appropriate local authorities. The letterhead memorandum concerning this 
matter when received at the Bureau was disseminated to the Department and 
interested intelligence agencies which letterhead contained all action 
taken regarding the threat. 


It is believed that no additional administrative action is 
warra nted or necessary in this matter particularly since Special Agent 
flHp|?has been reprimanded by his Special Agent in Charge and is now 
rTlTy aware of the Bureau*s responsibi lities in matters of this type, 

who is a relatively new 


It is also believed that Special Agent _ 

Agent in the service appears to have learned a valuable lesson from this 
incident. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That no further administrative action be taken regarding tbe 
delay in furnishing pertinent information to the Bureau relating to a 
threat against tbe life of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D, C. ) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ( 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D. 
CIVIL ACTION NUNDER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated 4j3o/bf pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 


O CO 


EAC, Philadelphia (100-46230) 


8/12/ 65 






LArector, FBI (100-106670) 

MARTIN LUTHER KIR’S, JR. 
SECURITY BATTER - C 



Reuralrtel and letterhead memorandum dated 5/4/65 
which reported the details of a telephone call received by 
a Bureau Agent in your office the evening of 5/1/65. It is 
reported that "The caller stated 'I'a going to kill Bartin 
Luther King, Monday.* This caller, who sounded as if he 
were white, male, age 20 to 25 years, seemingly reasonably 
well educated, abruptly hung up.” 

If all that was stated by the caller is that 
indicated In the single quotation above, it is difficult for 
the BUreatl to understand how all of the descriptive data 
could be attached to the caller. 

^ Utoder such circumstances it appears that too 
great 4 * liberty is taken in the area of conclusion. On the 
other hand, if additional conversation was had with the 
callir, what be said should be reported so that the Bureau 
wouLd be fully informal and so that there would at least be 
some basis for the description. 


By return airtel advise the Bureau whether or sot 
the caller made any statements other than that attributed to 
him. Resubmit letterhead memorandum in line with the 
foregoing observations. 
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U,S. District Judge John Levis Sr.vi.th, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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5/10/65 


Airtel 


1 - Mr. Freund 


To: SAC, Knoxville (157-853) 

Fro©: Director, FBI 

threats against the life of 

MARTIN UnHEHAlNG 
RACIAL MATTERS 
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, -1 ' \ b \ f" f.! 
t • \ J V. ‘ ‘' 

■v <■ 
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r* r ‘s' 


; /? ISW - 


1* 


RoEXalrtel dated 5/3/65 which set forth on page two 
that "So action is requested of the Atlanta Office.** 


The attention of the Knoxville Office Is directed to 
Bulet to all offices with copies to Knoxville dated V19/65 
captioned "Martin Luther King, Jr., 8H-C." This Bulet 
instructed that all information regarding threats to Zinz should 
he furnished to the Atlanta Office. 4& order for Atlanta to 
infora local law authorities. 


Atlanta follow instructions set forth in Bulet dated 
4/19/65 concerning the handling of information regarding threats 
to Kins. 



MAILED 25. 

MAK1 01965 

COMM-FBl 



ALL IKTP?.M/>T T 0N CONTAINED 
HF^F T? C T r: ’.T'T.ASJIFIED 
EXC'TT 17USR2 SHQWjg 
OTHERWISE,. 


tr. % 
*• '' ST-108 

» :t 10 15 3Sj-ii u: 
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S*c, Los Ancles (100-5722S) 


5/I2/G5 


Director, FBI (100*106670) 

0 

MARTIN LUTKBR KING, JR. 
SK-C 



Be Atlanta airtel and UDI 5/7/65, copies to 
Los Angeles, which reported on a contact nade 5/6/65 between 


subject King and bis secretary, Dora McDonald, concerning one 
Bill HostIn (phonetic) of Los Angeles, California. Hostln 


Is apparently Involved in some fund-raising activities on 
behalf of King* 


Los Angeles Is requested to Identify Hostln and 
furnish any available information from your files concerning 
this individual, particularly subversive Information. Furnish 
sufficient descriptive data to enable Bureau to check its 
files. 


1 - Atlanta (100-5586) 
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5 / 6/65 


»f> ifi ; •/, . 4 ) 


it the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) . I 

REGISTERED KAILi 


(Priority) 


: Director, FBI (IOO-IO 667 O) 


'ALL IR F 0 ; 7 r 7 l A HON 'CO NT A tUE 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


FROM : SAC, Philadelphia (100-46230)(RUC) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHEfr'KING , JR.; 

SM - C —~ 


6 oZ4 






Re Atlanta airtel dated 4 / 29 / 65 , Atlanta radio- 1 \ 
grams dated 4/29/65, V 30 / 65 , and 5/1/65, and Atlanta h 

radiogram dated 4/30/65, captioned "CIRM," concerning / 

KING'S travel to Philadelphia. T yj 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight 


copies, and for other offices copies as indicated, of a / 
letterhead memo suitable for dissemination. 


fv 
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£ '1 - v 3Bureau (100-106670) (Enel. U^(R.M.) t *1 

r ; : |! . 3 - Atlanta (Enel. - 3){R.M.) ' 

; 1 : 2 - 100-5586 (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 

f; ;. ; p 1 - 157-653 (BERNARD LEE) 

Si Jil 1 - New York (IOO- 136585 )(MARTIN LUTHER KING) (Enel. - 1) 

0 „ _ (infohr.m.) : 

2 - New Orleans (Enel. - 2){R.M.) 

1 ;. dO-)4Ulf-fr 

hli‘“ AGENCY: /.'"I. CAT!, O r, !;r' , C. rm.; — — __ 


0-17 to 




EAS:pgo 

( 11 ) 


i: •*:: ip.CRi), 
DATE FC::' :_ 


4 A^y 7 


r 6*/As; 

r/V.-r:jT 


- HOW FOR*'/: 

BY:- 










PH 100-46230 



Extremely discreet spot checks at the Bellevue- 
Stratford Hotel and the Uhiversity Museum failed to reflect 
any Individual resembling STANLEY LEV1S0N or CLARENCE JONES. 



Philadelphia, Hr30 a.m., 5/2/65. 

SAS of the FBI maintained an extremely discreet 
spot check at the Franklin Motor Inn in an effort to 
identify KING or any of his associates entering the motel. 

At approximately 7:20 p.m., SAS observed a 1961 or 1962 
black Cadillac limousine, bearing Louisiana license 
170B 052, pull up to the rear of the Franklin Motor Innandlfce 
three wGe Jfegro occupants enter the motel through a side 
entrance. Although It was subsequently determined that 
KING eventually showed up on New York, It Is not known 
whether or not this limousine has any connection with 
KING. 
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PH 100-46230 


For the Information of Atlanta 


b-/(D; I 

0-;j 


I the courie 

' ^Y>L C0TT an# 
"^the meetln 
impression 
to the law 

‘ZrZzCftf / 

— 1 *^£ £* *mm m n . , + * t * * 


^advised that th ^ 

of KING'S mi h tha t Senators 

5LARK, of Pennsylvania . were in attendance at 
pNand were jfawning"over KING, who gave the 
during his speech of trying to Justify disobedience 


left Phila 
5/4/65, by plane. 

NEW ORLEANS: 


dvised that KING 
tely 1:00 a.m., 


At New Orleans, La. 

Will check Louisiana license 
Atlanta and the Bureau of identity of owner. 


bl(cj 

, and advise 
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r Sir hi) STATIC DKI’AKTMKNT OF Jl..STICK 
i' ».i» F. it a i. hi i!i:u 01 isvi;si icviion 



In Kr/)/v, f‘ Hrfrr to 
l ih Vo. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 1$ UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE/*? :/£VBY 
(s?c>'7 Kf 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
May 6 , 1965 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


KING, President o 



_ advised that MARTIN LUTHER 
hristian Leadership 


Conference (SCLC), participated on May 1, 19&5, a P&nel 
discussion which was part of a seminar under the general 
title "The Rule of Law in A Changing Socle seminar 

commemorated Law Day U.S.A. According toKING'S 
speech was moderate and more or less conciliatory/ 


b~<(Pj 



The Philadelphia Inquirer on May 2, 1965 , in 
reporting on the Law Day U.S.A. Seminar, quoted KING as 
saying "Justice at times proceeds with a halting gait and the 
lav; has often been slow to speak for the poor, the dispossessed 
and the disfranchised." KING told the group that "only a few 
years ago labor unions were conspiracies and Negroes were 
chattels in the eyes of the law. KING paid tribute to the 
legal profession for "its many contributions to the civil 
rights movement." 



The Philadelphia Sunday Bulletin, In its edition 
May 2, 1965 , contained an article on page 1, captioned 
"KING Chides Extremists at Law Day Rally," The article 
reflected that DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, a featured speaker at 
a Law Day U.S.A. observance, warned that if white 
extremists have their way, the South will be reduced to 
anarchy. KING said that many Southerners claim his civil 
rights movement is as lawless as the deeds of segregationists. 
Denying the charge, he said that the really lawless are 
those who bomb churches, kill and beat demonstrators, then 
hide from authorities. 


The end result of such tactics, which KING 
attributed to the Ku Klux Klan and white extremists, would 


R T ’ cr '' * :.;~Ay 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


be anarchy because, he said, the guilty refuse to accept 
the legal penalty. 

In contrast, KING asserted, his supporters 
demonstrate openly and willingly accept the penalties. 

"We defy openly and willingly go to jail," the 
clergyman said. T, Our aim is to persuade." 

KING defended his plan for a boycott of goods 
produced in Alabama, comparing it to the action of the 
colonists against the British tea taxes and the boycott of 
British goods during THOMAS JEFFERSON'S Administration in 
protest against the impressment of U. S. seamen. 

KING called for more active involvement by 
Americans, warning that a "dangerous silence" now prevails 
over too large a section of the population. 

"I have no despair about the future," he said. 

I am convinced that we Negroes will win our freedom all 
over America. Our destiny is tied up with the destiny of 
America." 


The Evening Bulletin, in its edition of May 3, 
1965, contained an article on page 14, captioned "KING 
Criticizes U. S. Churches for Failure To Provide Leadership 
in Civil Rights." The article reflected that Rev. Ur. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., on May 2, 1965, critized the 
churches, including Negro churches, for failing to provide 
the leadership in such social causes as the civil rights 
movement. 


DR. KING said the church is "the most segregated 
Institution in America," and that 11 o'clock on Sunday 
morning is "the most segregated hour In America." 

KING said too many ministers "hide behind their 
stained-glass windows" and he accused some churches of 
being too often the "tail lights instead of the headlights" 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 


in the drive for social betterment. 

DR. KING spoke in dedication ceremonies for the 
new $l-million Bright Hope Baptist Church, 12th Street and 
Columbia Avenue. Nearly 3>500 attended. 

There were some 1,800 persons in the church 
proper and another 1,700 in a lower auditorium and the 
gymnasium watching the proceedings on closed-circuit 
television. 


KING said he thinks of himself as a Baptist 
minister first and in the tradition of Southern Baptist 
ministers gave a rousing sermon that left his audience 
standing and cheering. 

DR. KING, who, with his father, is co-pastor of 
the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Ga., said he 
considers his civil rights work as only an extension of 
his ministry. 

"Any religion that talks of the soul and not of 
the conditions that can corrupt and damn the soul is dried, 
dead, do-nothing religion," KING said. 

DR. KING said that too often in recent history 
the church has "left men disappointed." 

KING noted that the apartheid policy of racial 
separation in South Africa has the support of the Dutch 
Reformed Church. 

But, KING said, many churches in the United States 
are equally guilty because they often ignore such 
problems as civil rights. 



MA RTIN LUTHER KING, JR , 


"We suffer in this country," KING said, "not only 
from the violence of the bad people, but from the silence 
and indifference of the good people." 

But, KING said, there are signs that the churches 
are waking up. He noted the large number of priests and 
nuns and ministers who Joined the march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Ala. 

DR. KING said many Negro churches suffer from 
either "freeze up" or "burn up. 

Those that freeze up, KING said, are the ones 
that have become too dignified, who boast of the important 
people in their congregations and who are ashamed to sing 
the old songs of the Negro heritage. 

The ones that burn up, KING said, are those "with 
more religion in their hands and feet than In their hearts" 
and where sermons are Judged "by their volume and not their 
content," 


On May 3* 1965* Source-2 advised that DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING attended a luncheon sponsored by the Locust 
Club, a private social organization composed of private 
businessmen, at which time he addressed approximately 70 
attendees and received from $7*000 to $8,000 in contribu¬ 
tions for his efforts in the South. 

The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, in Its edition 
of May 4, 1965* In an article on page 3, captioned "Racial 
Frustration Breeds Violence, KING Warns Here," reflected 
that DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING addressed 600 civil rights and 
civic leaders attending the Golden Slipper Square Club 
banquet at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel on the evening of 
May 3* 1965. The article reflected that DR. KING received 
the club's 1965 "Humanitarian Award" and a check for 
$1,000 to support the program of the SCLC, which he heads. 



M ARTIN L UT HER KING , JR. 


The article reflected that DR. KING warned that 
Negroes will listen to those advocating violence If non¬ 
violent demands for civil rights are not met. 

KING said lack of retaliation by Negroes In the 
South for church bombings and brutality is proof that the 
theory of nonviolence is deepseated and catching on. 

DR. KING said his warning of violent reprisal 
pertained to Negroes hit hardest by segregation. 

"They feel they have nothing to lose," KING said. 

Expressing appreciation on behalf of the "thousands 
and millions of people who have engaged in this struggle," 
the Nobel Peace Prize winner said: 

"If democracy is to live, segregation must die. 

It's a new form of slavery. We must get rid of segregation, 
not only to get rid of the Communist challenge, but to 
improve our image abroad." 

DR. KING said the Negro has come a long way in his 
stride toward freedom. 

"But I must balance this by saying that we have a 
long, long way to go," KING said. 

"Just 25 years ago a year hardly passed when 
Negroes in the South weren't lynched by brutal mobs. This 
has just about ceased today, but there are other things 
Just as bad." 

DR. KING cited church bombings, burnings, the 
death of civil rights workers, restrictive voting laws and 
economic reprisals. 

KING said that more than 200 Negroes in Alabama 
were fired from their Jobs last month because they wanted 
to register to vote. 
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MAR TIN LUTHER KING , JR . 


KING blamed the administration of Governor 
WALLACE for this and other "atrocities." 

The Philadelphia Daily News, in its edition of 
May 1965> contained an article concerning KING’S speech 
at the Golden Slipper Square Club, and indicated that KING 
received a $1,000 check and a miniature Torah, which 
contains the Hebrew text of the five books of Moses. The 
article stated that the $1,000, plus $7,000 which had been 
given to DR, KING earlier by 60 Jewish communal leaders at 
a Locust Club luncheon, will be used, he said, to aid the 
fight for Negro voting registration in Alabama and 
Mississippi. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UIS 1TED hi'ATI’S 1)1 rARTMKNT OF JUSTICE 
I' KmiH \L B U K K A V OF IN VKSTJGATION 



In iu/j.y, iVnisc Ptjer to 
FJv No. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
May 6 , 1965 


Title MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Character SM — C 

Reference Letterhead Memorandum dated and 
captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; il and it* content* are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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May 11 , 1965 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE / 5 RV S/V- UhoQUA ., 

..... t’O "D 6 

ALL INFOFMATIOW CONTAINED 
^TTTJT? T f ] TO 1 •• *"* ^ FI HJ) 

X7C7:'-'T T>. CIIOLVS 

piHU.v.iEr. 

r- 

■* r ’ » 
r < 


Your letter of May 3rd was received during q-. > ,>o 

Mr. Hoover’s absence; however, you may be sure it will be . i ° 

brought to his attention upon his return. ° ^ 


I know he would want me to point out that infor- x 
mation contained in our files must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only; therefore, he cannot comment 
as you requested. 



Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Since correspondent 
indicates she admires Martin Luther King, it is felt an in-absence reply 



Tol. cn - 
Bf Ir.or.t 

Moh: _ 


is appropriate. 
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TRUE COPY 


May 3rd 1965. 


J. Edgar Hoover. 
Head of the F. B. I. 
Washington. D. C. 


Dear Sir. 


z' 


May I have data on Dr Martin_Luther.~King Jr. 
Some say he is a communist others say not. I, myself, have 
admired him for what he is trying to do. Am I right or wrong. 
We had quiet a discussion in our Sunday School Class about 
conditions in the South. Some sided with Mr. King others did 
not. Will you please set me straight on this. 


Sincerely. 


/ s/ 



1 TC ufp 5-10-65 
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Png.-(c) whMudd i ntili !,v at tins !i)v\ttioa in the file*. Ono nr mmo uf (lie: following statements, whore 
indicate d, e\jdain t!• ifit'llion. 



Dolcb’d under exempt ion(s) ... . 
material available fur release to you. 



b'/(S) 


with no segregate 


LJ Information pertained nuts to a third parly with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

PI hifonnation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I~1 Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)_ 

__ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

______as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s); 


1 I For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/OP - /O/0?Q~ ? _ 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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Hnic: 5/4/65 


Transmit the following in ... 


A I R T E L 


ALL li;r0«lt5rSr^jh£0 

HlRi:m-IS UNClASSIffiD- ,x~ 

BY J 5 /yU/^(r~ 


FROM 


( 1*70 

: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

yy 

r'lZAC, PHILADELPHIA (100-46230) (P) 


£ 0 l^ lS2 *' 




SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 

TW: ATLANTA} 


'A 


Re Philadelphia teletype to Bureau dated 5/1/65. 


JN 


'\ v v Forwarded herewith for the Bureau are eight 

sX copies of a self-explanatory letterhead memorandum setting 
V\ forth details of telephone call received Philadelphia 
Office 5/1/65, threatening KING'S life. Two copies of 
this letterhead memorandum forwarded for Atlanta as office ^7, 
of origin and one copy for information of New York. r 

v\, Telephone call in questionftreceived by SA 


eau (100-106670) (Encs.-87 (RM) Slwlli 


\ *3 -'Bureau (100-106670) (Encs.-87 (RM) 

2 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Encs.-2) (RM) 

^ 1 - New York (100-136585) (Enc.-l) (RM) 
R- 2 - Philadelphia (100-46230) 


V> RLB:pck 

(eN a.ceuw= 

X ‘ 


V 


\V / ..if' 1 * / «')- 1 />(~('’/t-d 

’’vW ...» v|J 


EX-1 
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In Rt pls\ Picast* Refer to 
Fife A'fj. 


VMil'I) STATKS DUrART.MKNT OF Jl STICK, 
FJ-.m-KAL HI li I! A l OF I N V FSTI(i A II ON 

Phi 1 ade 1 phia, Pe n n s y 1 van:i.a 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

P ,MF ) 5 5iMULh tJ- 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



An anonymous telephone call was received at the 
Philadelphia Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) by a Special Agent of the FBI at 9:43 p.m.. May 1, 
1965 . 


The caller stated "I’m going to kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, Monday." This caller, who sounded as if he were white, 
male, age 20 to 25 years, seemingly reasonably well educated, 
abruptly hung up. 


No background noises on telephone line. 



Phila¬ 


delphia Police Department, Philadelphia, Pa., was advised. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the-property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its,contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated ?/<>/(■ f pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judt;e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 



RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CTJVRSnCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated -5/4/(, s' pulled fx*om this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Le\>?is 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
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Date: 5/5/65 


Transmit tire following in _ 

Via _AIRTEL._._ 


i \ 


V 






(Type in plaintext or code) 
(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (100-35356) 

SUBJECT: SCHEDULED VISIT BY REVEREND 

MARTIN LUTHER ICING TO JOLIET, 

ILLINOIS, 5/8 - 9/65 
RM 

Remyairtel with enclosed letterhead memoranda 
dated 3/25/65. 

Enclosed for Bureau are 8 copies and for Atlanta 

2 copies of letterhead memorandum (LHM) pertaining to above. 

Chicago will remain in contact with appropriate 
authorities, Joliet, Illinois, to determine new date of ^ 
KING'S scheduled appearance in that city. i 

3 - Bureau (Enc, 8) (RM) 

2 - A'Santa (Enc. 2) (100-5586) 

2 - Chicago 

1 - 157-413 


MJW/ejh 

(7) 


Y* V "” ^ f- '*>L > 

AGENCY: CM, C3!;SEC. SER.jt^GVvi^* 

DLi T; j:,J, CRD, RAO 0 5 * u ‘“’ 
DATE FaRV : .y— —• ^^y ^ 




HOW F0RW: 
BY 


(^GLOSUI® | 




\ , 

V 


//-/V - 79 


KO MAY 8 1965 


Ice & _ 
808 Kb 


00 LHAf 


C C - Wi c K 






Approved: 


1W 


Special/^^m in Charge 


Sent 


. M Per 





















On Kay 5, 1965, the abo,information vas furnished 
to the following: 



Chicago, Illinois 



Chicago, Illinois 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is 
the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis¬ 
tributed outside your agency. 
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CONriiREHCK (SC!A) 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) 


Serial pulled frova this f ile under court order of 

U.S. District Judge John Lev?is Sr.ulth, Jr., and sent to 
i National Archives. 
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, , Zi - - f v* TtC n CONTATKED 
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r'~T- *" HKT^ ' /^nor/ly or Method 

yrfCV:i ? l V.T:1-K^ - 4 ___ 
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"*Qjjj[2KWI.SBi^ Agency G-2; ; .Q?!I; OSI, • Cjii 

o*. iw... .M . 5 ... : .•?:]? 

TO : Director, FBI 

/ ' • Kow Foav 

i^TC, Philadelphia (157-1498) (P) f 

SUBJECT: CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITY, SUMMER CP 1965, * / & 

_?HIVADBI,?HIA, PA., BY DR., MARTI N LUTHER ' 

( Q&Mj JR. t AND SOUTHERI^B0HRI5 i nA¥ - „, , ..v-Tv-e: 

:; ;! T r ' LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE; ■'v'V. V.. ->Awv : ^ 

IRM lr ..:■' v - ' ' 


- ^ Dc\ r [ iVV 

cr*’■•-*' Re Philadelphia' airtel to Bureau, dated 4/13/65 

Enclosed herewith for the 'Bureau are' eight copies £ 
a s elf-explanatory letterhead memorandum, dated and caption 

.as above. ... . . ■ : : ■ .• . v , ’ *• 1 3 V... V."■£■&* 


.* %•• 

T W 


„,v ?' 'information copies of the enclosed letterhead 

memorandum have been forwarded to ONI, OSI, INTO, and.;.v<; 
Secret Service (2), Philadelphia, Pa. ^jy;:>3 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUNOER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NITiioER 76-1186 


Unrecorded serial dated 5/i/^s pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 
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ATLANTA:SOURCES HAVE BEEN UNAELE TO VERIFY CLARENCE JONES “Ip 
DEPARTURE FROM ATLANTA; HOWEVER, ONE SOURCE STATED THAT HARRY >^f|P 

BE LA FONT E AND PARTY CHECKED OUT,OF, PAR LIAVENT HOUSE MOTEL THIS || 

A^'SlT IS .WpT^D THAT, JONES AND ^ELAFONTE ARRIVED IN ATLANTA §| 
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Parris) will, 1 h■■!' l ndii*-!;, al (his hnation ifi !l«o HU 1 . One uv mure of (ho following statements, whi-ro 
indicated, explain this U*ti? 


Deleted unds i exempt k-nO) 
material available fur ivIchm; to son* 


hi <S) h i(l>) 


._ with no *egre gable 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference fo you or the subject of your request. 


fnformation pertained only to a third party. Vour name is listed in the title only. 


Documents) originating with the following government agcncy(ies) 


, was/werc forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);- 

__ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your infomiation: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

/*S- Z£A£ IQjl /3/± _ 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
H DELETED PAGE(S) X 
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Los Angeles, California 90024 
Dear I 
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Your letter of May 1st has been received. 

In response to your request, information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. 

I am sure you will understand the reason for this policy and why 
I am not in a position to comment as you desire. 

In view of your Interest in the general field of 
communism, I am enclosing some material which contains 
suggestions all of us can use in the fight against communism. 

You may also want to read my books, "Masters of Deceit" and 
"A Study of Communism." They were written to help readers gain 
an insight into the true nature of communist activities, both in this 
country and abroad. They may be available at your school or local 
library. 


CD 
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Bflrr.c 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Commupism and The Knowledge To 06mbat It 
Young People Can Help Defeat Communism 
Communism—The Incredible Swindle 
One Naqiotf’s Response to Communism 

[here is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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ngeles, Ca 


90024 


Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 

& 

In writing a term paper on Martin Luther Kin g, J r.. I 
have come across a signed affidavit"By"former FBI agent 
Karl Prussion which said, in affect, that King has been 
a member of, or wittingly has accepted support from, over 
60 communist fronts. Is there any truth in Prussion*s 
statement of September 28, 1963 , and, if so, do you recog» 
nize it as being definite proof that King is a member of 
the communist party, ^ 

Also, could you be so kind as to send me any FBI reports 
you have on communist subversion. 


Sincerely yours, 



l^ar Hoover 


/1 ' V , 
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Vi, entirely ;.t thi:- h«..ition in the file. One- or more of Uic following statements. whore 
indicated, explain tins deletion. 


Cl Deleted under exemption* s) _______with no segre gable 

material available for release to you. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

1 \ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

1 I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies> ---—— 

___________ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencv(ies); ---— 

___ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pago(s) withheld for the following reasons): 
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be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 

_ Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 I For your information: 
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material available for release to you. 
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Serial ! ifi f pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Jud^e John Lev:is Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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New York, New York 10027 
Dear I 


ftLL IKFOR: W.CN OBTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASOT 

(f i>7 ^ -i'. r ‘ 


r. A 

Lr\ 


CD ? 


Your tetter of April 30th has been received, mod t^e^ 
thought which prompted you to write is appreciated. ’ ‘ 

C 

Although 1 would like to be of service, information ' 
contained in the Lies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret that i am unable to be 
of assistance in this instance but trust you will understand the 
reasons for this policy. 

Enclosed is some material which 1 trust you will 
find of interest. 


moot 
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1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
1 ' Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
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Enclosures: 

U. S, News and World import 12-7*64 
U. S. News and World Report 12-21-64 


mi_n^i ^ ii_rfi*u m_1 1 jli. 


me r ma nuio m uie r ieiu w* v,iyu rvi&uu» 

'Our Heritage of Greatness" 


NOTE: There is no derogatory Information in Bufiles concerning i 
and we have had no previous correspondence with him. The Director'* 
statement that Dr. King was a "notorious Liar" was made at the Women's Press 
Conference held on 11-18-04. 
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Mr. fijii*. 

Mr. Kust-fi 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tav.-I ..... 
Mr. TpjUit ... 
1 Ho. H^oin 
Miss HHnios 
Miss Gandy 
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/lit. J. Edga* Hoovca, P^iecton. 
FetfeAoZ Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, V. C. 

Dean Sini 


L’Ci'r, .. 

‘ ^ » * T i { , 


/ 
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1 participated in the final day [March 25, 1965 ] of the Selma-Montgomery march y .* 
in Alabama . Both b<>((o*e and since the match, I have been carrying on some con - s I j 
4 -tdeAabZe co>tte4pond!ertce «*c£fi leading clergymen in Selma, Montgomery, and Sitm- 
xjtg/iaw. $ J 

Im a Zette* dated ApUZ 24-th, a leading minister in Birmingham, Alabama, dial- 
tenges me to "get the facts" <m the Reverend poctot Martin Luther Ring, and 
he refers specifically to "whatever" may be in the FTB.I .~fZZes~on Doctor King 
which would give rise to your charge that he is a "notorious Uat , and to the 
"facts" underlying the frequent charge of Southern white people that MaAtin , 
Luther King is a "Comnunist". 

I fully recognize the confidential nature of F.B.I. files. On the other hand, 
we cannot allow a man's character to be defamed by false charges. 

Therefore 1 will very greatly appreciate any statement, or statements, which, you t 
can give me concerning Doctor King, particularly on the two points mentioned a- 
bove. 
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MARTIN HITHER KING) 

SCLC) 
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scope) 

729)•(BAYARD RUSTIN) (42) 
6289> (HARRY WACHTEL) (42) 
16585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) 
10250; (TOM KAHN) 

) (SCOPE) 
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The source noted, that TOM KAHN was listening in on the 
conference on RUSTIN’d extension, but did not take P (^U^ 


It is noted that when RUSTIN was suggesting that an 
adult recruiter be sent to New York to oversee the recruiting 
for the SCOPS project, KING said they should send someone like 
a C. T. VIVIA'N. RUSTIN noted that either ANDY YOUNG or VIVIAN 
would be great end that TOM KAHN and others "up here" could 


give this jjerson an insight into how to proceed 


up here cc 

(u) 


fed) 


This letterhead memorandum ^^c^sg^ied "secret" 
because it contains information from highly 

sensitive source furnishing informatr^S^DOu^raclal matters 
in the United States and Communist attempts to influence 
these matters and it is felt thi3 classification is necessary 
to protect the source. 
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FKDERAE iiUKKAU Of INVESTIGATION 
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In H. r ly, flense Refer to *** ' ^S'” 

rih- No. New York, New York CLASSIFIED AND^ A/ » /Im/tJL 

May 4 , 1965 extended ft -^;V.Tnu . 

Bureau 100-442529 l.CASC.i F r <' ;. • • Ei :..iuw 

^^HEviEwVoR^^^ 

DECLASSIFICATION. 

Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


A confidential source, who has furnished rexiaDj.e 
information in the past, advised on May 2, 19&5* that on that 
date, a conference was held which involved Bayard Rustin, 
Harry Waehtel and Martin Luther King, The source furnished 
the following information concerning this conference: (% ((/(y 


A discuss?on took place as to whether King should 
participate in two affairs scheduled for June, in New York City; 
one on June 3 , 15 . 65 , at Madison Square Garden, where 64^Jewish 
organizations will hold an affair protesting anti-semitasm in 
the Soviet union, and one on June 8 , 1965* at Madison Square 
Garden, sponsored by the Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy 
(SA!^rs)-^(n) 

King was concerned about over exposure in a single 
community, stating that he would be ?.n Long Island, New York, 
on June 12, 1965 . Rustin said that was different and that 
King would not have to say much, but would Just have to appear. 
King noted that he would be speaking at the Negro American 
Labor Council (NALC) Rally on May 28,. I 9 C 5 . and that these 
other thing? might be too much.XT J 

This document contains neither recommendations 
mr conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
c? the FBI and is loaned to your agency; It and 
? -s contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency, t ^ 
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Re: Communist 2 nil pence In Racial Mattel’s 
Ircernal Security - C 


Ru' '-1 n commented that King has a responsibility to 
ss.y something ibout war and peace, which is what the SANE 
rally is about. Re added that Vice President Humphrey would 
be at the June ?-r d ail air, which would give King an opportunity 
to say wiv.it hi has never said before and that is that he 13 
opposed to lrJustice, wherever It t.ppnars. This, Rustin said, 
would defend King from attacks claiming King is a Communist 


I 7 ? cry Viachttel c.ounse? ed that he would not go that 
far bus that i\: hoes connect ting with more people in an 
image-naiu vg v;ay. ^ 

King v;as concerned r.s to how they could fill Madison 
Square Gk-raen tvrice and Rustin noted that the Jewish groups 
affair on. June 3rd ru ea’y had been, sold out c.r-1 that this is 
tne most important t : .ng Rust..n stated that mst c;? labor’s 
support is Jewish, which would put ling in favor with these 
supporters. VJjnntei .Veit that Ving should not lake any 
st&rement conr ... ling a he SANE avail! until -if tor the voting 


■yu~) 


(to e . bagrov s to regia ter to voc?) hud cleared the 


;ir: 


i:uro..«.'?s 


■m 


Hov/ever, Wachtel is interested in having King speak 
at the S/HE rally if King accepts the invitation to appear at 
the anti-serr.it:.cm affair. 

. '.ey ail aimed to a further di . ous: ten c" whether King 
should aprinr at. the- Juno 3rd and 8th affairs, within. the* next 

fu.) 

Rustin charged the discussion, stating that it is 
important co got a ' uianted paid Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference > SCf.Q) worker to come to Hew York to oversee the 
rocrui*me; i and training of college students for the Summer 
Community -vganination and Political Education tSCOPE) project 
in the South, which is under the direction of Ho3ea (Williams, 
Director of Vohir Registration for the SCLC). Rustin said he 
is prepared to give Tall time to the training of these 
recruits through the A. FMlip Randolph Institute, which is 
being set up, but only if Kosea asks for his help.^^ 
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Re: Communist Influence In Racial Matters 

Internal Security - C 


Kur.tin said that they should have a responsible 
adult cone to hew York to handle the recruiting and not a 
bunch of 3:ids.. He added that many volunteers could be enlisted t 
work under thin person. He said they should not tell Hosea 
he is not doing a good Job but should get it across to him that 
the East and Nev; York are too important for k.ids.p^ (a) 

Wnchtel asked how the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating hr* (ENUS) ’'thing” was. (The meeting 

between King ; ud Jaw..--a F.ru.an., Executive Secretary of SNCC, 
held, o.i 1- il 3 -.. 1965. to 
orgerizat --ns), King said it 
Communis!; issue oecause they 
do nol 
there 


theory but 
say that- i: 
they would 


between their 
went well except for the 
oNCC) say openly that they 

. mind Communists working with them. King added that 
we^e things ho carted to say renouncing '“immunism in 
they 40 u _d net go ng a th it. 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


Harry Wachtel is the Executive Vice 
President, of the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, If. F.f;rvS 40th Street, V^> York, 

New York. He resides at 29 Spilt Rock 
Drive, Kings Point, Long Island, New York. 


b Oj 


A characterisation of the National Lawyers 
Guild is attached hereto. 




With respect to the Gandhi Society for Human 
Rights, it is to be noted that this organization is an 
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC),of which Martin Luther 
King, Jr., is the president, and serves to 
raise funds for the SCLC. 
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters 


In "The Saturday Evening Post", issue of July 11- 
18, 1964, page 78, Bayard Rustin is the subject 
of n feature article captioned: "The Lone Wolf 
of Civil Hi hts". In It, Hustin is said to 
have come to Now York in 1933, os nn organizer 
for the Young Communist League (YCL), and as 
such, he had the job of recruiting students for 
the "Forty". Furthermore, the article reports 
that during his first years in New York, Wustln 
gave most of his earnings to the "Party". He 
reportedly left the "Forty" in 1941, the article 
states . 

The YCL has hern designated pursuant to 
Exfcutive Order 10450, 

The "Daily Worker", February 11, 1957, psge 1 
column 2, reported that Bayard riustin, Executive 
Secre tary, War Re sisters Lotg uc-, wes an observer 
at the Ifth National Convention of the 
Communist Party, United States of America 
(_CP, USA), held in New York City, on 
nfcbruary 9-12, 1957. 


The "D^ily Worker" vias an East Coast Communist 
publication until it ceased publication on 

January 13, 1958. - * 

} ' 



Another confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised on 
February 19, 20, 1964, that Bayard Hustin 
contacted ,icnjamin J. Davis on those dates 
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Communist Influence In Racial natters 


end sou-ht his advice as to how he could iscape 
from a speaking engagement to which ho was 
committed. On the latter contact, Davis told 
Rustic that he was working on his request and 
had contacted friends who had contacts with the 



"The Mew York Times", August 2^, 196i|, pa^e 27* 
column I 4 , reports that Benjamin J. Davis, 
National Secretary, CP, USA, died in Hew fork 
City on the night of August 22, 19blj. 
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Re: 


CoKur-:jiJ ut Inriuer.co Tn Racial Matters 
Intcrrjft.L Security - C 

APPENDIX 




( 


^ ,j !10NAL_LAV^YERR g jild 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of December 1, 
1963, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
A.'-erlcan Activities, United States House of Represent¬ 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the National Lawyers Guild: 

"National Lawyers Guild 

"1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House Report 1311 on the 
CIO Political Action Committee, 

March 29 , 1944, p. 149.) 

"2. Cited as a Communist front which ’is 
the foremost legal bulwark of the 
Communist Party its front organizations, 
and controlled unions' and which 'since 
its inception has never failed to rally 
to the legal defense of the Communist 
Party and individual members thereof, 
including known espionage agents.' 

(Cornedttee on Un-A erican Activities, 

House Report 3123 on the National 
Lawyers Guild, September 21. 1950> 
originally related September 17, 1950.) 

" 3 . 'To defend the cases of Communist 

lawbreakers, fronts have been devised 
making special appeals in behalf of civil 
liberties and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party itself. 
Among these organizations are the * * * 
.National Lawyers Guild. When the 
Communist Party itself is under fire 
these offer a bulwark of protection.' 
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook 
for Americans, S. Doc. 117, April 23, 

1956, p. 91.)" 
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Date: 5-4-65 


Transmit the following in _ 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


REGISTERED MAIL 


(Priority) 


CE: 157-731 


advised SA|that he would attempt 
to recontaW^T^^source who furnished this information in order 
that arrangements can be made whereby this source could be inter 
viewed bv an A gent of the FBI 0 Contact will be maintained with 
and also with local law enforcement officers in 

WilsonTN^ci 


who furnished this info 



ATLANTA is requested to attempt to determine if 
Dr. KING is scheduled to be in Wilson, N. C., during the pertine 
period and to handle this alleged threat to the life of Dr. 

KING in accordance with Bureau instructions. / 


Approved: 


.M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 







M i l l) >TVH.H hi r.il'TMK.NT . 11 .STICK 

K 1.1)1 IMI. i! 1 H ) \ 1 ()i I N \ KSTit. A 1 I U.N 

Charlotte, North Carolina 
May 4 15 


Ai LEv£." fiC; TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER 
f:nm, v.lscn, north Carolina, mai 16-23, 1965 
RA’A. MATTS-' 5 


b 7(<-) 


ci . ow 



nforrraticn from a source 


he considered to be reliable. 


, V t -7 This source advised 

he had ^usl returr ed from a Ku Klux Klar. meeting 
consisting of approximately s.x hundred members m Johnston 
County, North Carolina rear the Nash County line.. He stated 
\J that during the vest cf Ka* 16-23, 1965, Evangelist ORAL ROBERTS 
‘ is scheduled to appear ;r. W.lscn North Carolina-. During this 

Q‘ ^ same period a Negro Sirgrr.g is to be held in the baseball park 

2 - ^1 Wilson,. Thousands of Negroes are expected to be in attendance 

^and these two events are expected to fce covered by radio and 
tTH tu television.. Dr., MARTIN L'iTHER KING is scheduled to be in attend- 

O Q- (/^ ante at the singing ar d reportedly has already reserved rooms 

^ ^ >“ at the Holiday Inn Motel Wilscr and the Holiday Inn Motel in 

O ^ ^2 Rocky Mount- North Ce.~ci.ra, This source stated that a bounty 

po ^ has been placed or. the life of Dr, KING, and $iQT f 300.00 is to 

*5^ ^5 xl L ~ P a ’*° to his killer,, Th.s alleged killer xs reported to be 
Sc oo from Greer. Fond, a commur,ity in Nash County f North Carolina , This 


or oo 3 
o — oC 

rtuJUJ 

_I CnC h~ 

^jUJ< 

31 CP 


from Greer. Fond 


This document contains neither recommendations ncr conclusions 
of the FBI ® It is the property of the FEJ and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are net to be distributed out- 
side your agency. 
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■JOi INFORMATION CONTAIN® 
HEREIN TR i’KTI ' 1 
EXCEPT WEXS SiiGAW 
OTHERWISE. 
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■LIEGED PLOT TO ASS AS SIVA IE MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
II ISON, NORTH CAROL-NA, KAY 16-23 „ 196 5 
ACIAL MATTERS 


portedly has beer* picked and screened to do this job and 
mds to pay for killing tc, KING are from the K.u Klux Klan 
zaticn country vide . Several vh^te priests and people from 
states are expected tc accompany Dr* KING cn this reported 
to Wilson, 


leased f 
of May 1 


stated that 
has confirmed that the park has been 
some 


some 
tain 


and he v 
stated t 
care to 
time he 


North Ca 
County S 
advised 
ledqe KA 


Led 

the abov< 

:he 

source oi 

Lge 

at this i 

th 

is inform) 


tion 

crma 

eare 


were 

lat 

t< 

;it 

t: 


informa 
the Sou 
appeara 
196 5 o 
would a 
Klux K1 
arrival 













RE; ALLEGEE PICT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

WILSON, NORTH CAROLINA, MAY 16-23, 1965 
RA.::.AL_ MATTERS....... 

r, do--a appear at the time cf KING ’ s reported arrival,, will net 
harm KING but will gather m large numbers in a get together of 
their even at the place designated for KING s appearance, 

A characterization, of the UKA appears in t.he appendix 
t c th ism sine random , 
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APPENDIX 


UNITED KLANS CF AMERICA, INC., 

KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX FLAN (NORTH CAROLINA) 

(UN IT EI> KL ANS )_.___ 

On August 17,. 1964.. a scarce advised that the North Caro¬ 
lina organization of United Klar.s cf America, Inc., Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, became affiliated with the national organization of 
the same group in the Spring cf 1961. The State Headquarters are 
at the residence cf North Carolina Grand Dragon JAMES ROBERTSON 
JONES, Granite Quarry, North Carolina, who is subordinate to the 
national organization with headquarters at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 

The organization in Ncrtl Carolina has the same aims and 
objectives as the parent group; that is, advocacy of segregation of 
the races and white supremacy 


g. 





1 , 




vy:.TSh cf akbrjca, in::., 

rights c r the xu xla.v * united flans 


Records cf Superior 0 c-rt of Fuller* County. Georgia,, 
shew that \ s Flat erga"'. zs.t *cr. vas granted a corporate 
charter or. February 2 L, 1961, at Atlanta, Georgia, under the 
name United Klans, Knights cf the Ku Flux Kla.n of America. Inc. 

A scur:* aivtsai c: f<= fc-uavy 2", l R€ i . that United 
Ki ar.s was formed as a res .it cf a split ir. U.> S. Klans, Knights 
of the Ku Flux Kiar... In: A - rordiy.g t.c the source, the spirt 

resulted f rom a leaders'.', o di sf its, ar d United Flans has the same 
ants ar.d o't tetteve? as the pare.' c -cup. These are the promotion 
of Americanism white s -t reman* 3'd segregat i:r. cf the races. 

The first, source a- 5 second source advised in July 1961, 
that United Flans.. vy . g v t * ;• £ -h“ Ku Flux Kiar cf America, Inc., 
merged with Alabama Fr. . d*u =. }■ . c-ts of the Y.v. XI ux Kl an. The merg 
ei organization estsb 1. s v ed headquarters m Si:te 4C1, The Alston 
Building, Tuscaloosa A. lab a** .. The organ* zat'.o.n is directed by 
ROBERT SHEITOK, imperial w. zari, and is the dominant Klan group in 
the South with units several southern states . 


Or.. August 14, 1561.. the second source advised that the 

organization formerly known a*? urate i Flare, Knights cf the Ku Klux 
Klar., of America, 3nc.», would he known, in the future as United Klans 
of America, Inc. M Knight* of the Ku Klux Flan., The second source 
said the name was changed by a resolution adopted at the National 
Klo.nvocat.icr. held July &, 2961, at Indian Springs, Georgia. 


Second source 
Alabama, on. October 2 2, 
U, So Klans, Knights of 
Klans of America, Inc., 


advised that at a meeting at Prattville, 
1961, a majority of the Klaverns of the 
the Ku Flux Kiar. merged with the United 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
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Charlotte, North Carolina 
Hay 4, 1965 


Title; 


Character s 
Reference t 


ALLEGED PLOT TQ ASSASSINATE MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, WILSON, NORTH CAROLINA, 
MAY 16*23, 1965 

RACIAL MATTERS 

Memorandum dated May 4, 1965, at 
Charlotte, entitled as above. 


Ail sources (except any listed below) used in 
referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency? it and it* con¬ 
tents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. 
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LSANAED S. 

(U.S.D.C., 


LEE V. 

D.C.) cm 


C'l ALLEGE 1 L i -'A - 

MV1L ACTIOE LC.T ;v. /O-IJ.OJ 


A ! 'AAT:n':v- : ':L,jsrt : -E(in:AA: K A?T ) 

V . •*•-■»V<«*— **• . J. . Q , 


SOUTi 

civil Acno;-:"Nui:.«-:,i 76-us& 


Serial -3// pullcrl , 
U.S. District Juose 
National Archives. 


ro-n this file under 
John Lev.’is Smith, 


court order of 
Jr., and snat to 
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t>- ’ H (1-1 1.-1 . 


Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE note 


_5/3/65. 


Local authorities have been 
advised. Civil Rights Division 
of Department being advised, 
and sitter being (ollowed closely. 


HEREIN!:' iMC-.ASSifc 1 

[' dat[ » )5^M. vSriJ^Wi 

/ ' /? °^ 
FHF;CSH / / 


. :^i"V..T ! >' •• ; '"V '"xinr* s • «.«■.*•■•• o^oy*-* : - -? * 

; t.K&* 'V-.v-iAT' ’ * »> • J T*^ V ^ v -' ’ * v *,:•< <• .*•,>•• V-/ ••» 

, '• • • - - .v- >5 ~ •.v •..• - * ••£ ■ v.: :? ;.. - ,* : 


^ 7 . ••v - v > ^«p 
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FBI CHARLT 


> 3 -79G5 

teletype 


^ j I Mr. Tflson j^ \ 

■ n res-' B<rimon ^-i 

,-<\ Mr. <fa;p ■«* - • 

, Mi. o.r - 1 > in - * 

^ I Ml. <y 'Marl 

-'■'V‘ V cx A [b MiyT It .- , 

' ' r \XV- i \I K J, 4^. */> 


213 PM URpfiNT 5-3-65 JHW 
TO: DIRECTOR AMD ATLANTA 


FROM: CHARLOTTE ( 157-731 ) 3P V" 


y$* / 


n,+ r km 

< 

Ifr . S’ll! 'ill 

Mi. ''V'Vl 

• I 

1.1, }■;...-m 


Jkliti Cj ai.Jy — 


.. l > * ^ ^ k r # 

ALLEGED PLOT TO ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING# WILSON# NC# 

MAY SIXTEEN DASH TWENTYTHREE* SIXTYFIVE. JW< fLFtC : f- i. -£> 


SIXTYFIVE 



* NC* ADVISED 


OLLOWING INFORMATION FROM SOURCE HE 


fcT (P) 


CONSIDERED RELIABLE. 


ADVISED 


ON NIGHT 

jfU KlU/ *•(.(, 

HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM £KK MEETING CONSISTING OF APPROXI¬ 
MATELY SIX HUNDRED MEMBERS IN JOHNSTON . CO. * NC. HE STATED DURING 


MATELY SIX HUNDRED MEMBERS IN J^HNSTOl^ . CO. * NC. HE SITATED DURING 
WEEK OF MAY SIXTEEN DASH TWENTYTHREE* EVANGELIST OR^L ROBERTS 
SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN WILSON* NC. DURING SAME^ERIOD A 
NEGRO SINGING IS TO OCCUR IN BASEBALL PARK AT WILSON. DR..MARTIN 

' fc 7 t< 


END PAGE ONE 


.//** '"-fiIJnrFA 
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h r.* 1 SiS SUlK!i ^ S5Iyis ^ MAY .6 1965 

V 1/ o / where show* , 

M OimRjSZ, ' - - 

L ' 4?/ _lli_- ■* » 
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i jn i k k v, * t ■ 
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PAGE TWO 

LUTHER KING SCHEDULED TO BE IN ATTENDENCE AND REPORTEDLY HAS 
ALREADY RESERVED ROOMS AT MOTELS IN WILSON AND ROCKY MOUNT* NC. 
THESE EVENTS EXPECTED TO BE COVERED BY RADIO AND TELEVISION. 

SOURCE STATED A BOUNTY HAS BEEN PLACED ON LIFE OF DR. KING AND 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IS TO BE PAID TO HIS KILLER. ALLEGED 
KILLER* NAME UNKNOWN* IS REPORTEDLY FROM GREEN POND* A COMMUNITY 
IN NASH CO.* NC. FUNDS TO PAY FOR KILLING DR. KING ARE FROM THE 
KKK ORGANIZATION COUNTRY WIDE. 


HAS CONFIRM¬ 
ED THAT PARK HAS BEEN LEASED FOR A NEGRO SINGING CONVENTION 
DURING WEEK OF MAY SIXTEEN DASH TWENTYTHREE* EXACT DATE NOT 
CERTAIN. 

ATLANTA* ATTEMPT DETERMINE IF DR. KING SCHEDULED TO BE IN 
WILSON DURING PERTINENT PERIOD AND HANDLE THREAT PER BUREAU 
INSTRUCTIONS. 




END PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 


h 7 P) 

CHARLOTTE WILL INTERVIEW D CONTACT 

APPROPRIATE INFORMANTS. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES# WILSON# NC# MILITARY INTELLIGENCE# 

AND SECRET SERVICE BEING ADVISED. CONTACT WILL BE MAINTAINED 
WITH^B^AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. LHM FOLLOWS. 

END. 

WA..JMS 
FBI WASH DC 
AT... JRM 
FBI ATLANTA 


TUCLR 
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EXITED STATES Cit.- 


UN.Ml.N I 


lemorandum 


DIRECTOR. FBI 


date: 4/29/65 


f*' . SAC, DENVER (100-9082) (C) 


subject: 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
00: ATLANTA 


ALL IKFORi.iATiO:< CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

OATEiidSL^BYJ^^ 

(j* v(r 


Re Denver letter and letterhead memorandum (LHM) 

) vdated 4/5/65, captioned0QgHHHHI||^t INFORMATION • 

IP ‘ '/CONCERNING - IS," and Bureau letter to Denver dated 4/19/65, f {} 
captioned "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR." ^ 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four ^ 
copies of a LHM suitable for dissemination. Enclosed for f 

Atlanta is one copy of this LHM, which has beenamendedto * 
t -j u/ cont^u^resu^^o^con^ct^^^i^ihe supervisor « 

b 1 \ / Denver, ColoradoTot^f/20/65, 

a^we^^a^c^ry^i^^L^caption "MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR." » 


The Bureau and Atlanta should substitute the N. 

enclosed LHM for the LHM previously submitted on 4/5/65. / ' ■■ 

2 - Bureau (Enc. 5)E^fi})^ SoRE !. 

1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Enc. 1) (RM) D 4 t U 

1 - Denver ^ ,' ' * I 

BS : cd nrn «- -/2 


s> <. 


EXICf 


0I «£Ri nss^ * il0m 


, i f 

b v A ■ i 

REC- 

RECORDED 

2 MAY 3 1965 




Q 


4 GS5 X4f^* C.r-ei 

ll~ _ 

AGENCY: ACT! ONI ^ 

< _ -) _ 

tiat” "I r _ o— A — 



DATE i C _ — ■ 
liOW FEET. . - - 
BY:- *A- 






f- * £ At* > l. H, 


' ^.5. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


UVBSCOBDBD COTY FILED Of 




In Reply, l*I<(ise liefer to 
file J\o. 


1). H KD STATUS DKPAK’J'M KNT 01' JUS'S (CK 
FEDF.KAL SM ISKAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Denver, Colorado 
April 29, 1965 


MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 


On March 30, 1965, an Agent of the Denv er Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investig ation cont acted 
lilt his place of employment 

Denver, Colorado, atBraSg^HFrequest7 




time, WBm who is I 

_ ^advised that he has corresponded numerous 

times with Senator "Bobby" Kennedy of New York and Mar tin 
Luther King concerning the well-being of King. 
furnished a copy of a letter dated March 26, 1965, which he 
wrote, and the original was apparently mailed to Senator 
Kennedy. This letter reads as follows: 


"Dear Bobby, 


"I believe that Dr. Martin Luther King and 
Vice President Humphrey are well guarded during 
these critical times but, I still fear for their 
lives because their violent death at the hands of 
southern racists would cause so much discredit to 
our beloved America. 


then stated that his main purpose in "talking 
to the FBI" is that he is desirous of expressing his fear and 
opinion to J. Edgar Hoover that Dr. Martin Luther King, due 
to his demanding attitude and his unawareness of communist 
infiltration and use of racial unrest and violence, is in 
danger of being assassi nated by "racists, communists or 
Black Muslims." JJ|^^stated that this is merely his opinion 
and he knows of no threat to the life of Martin Luther King. 




*Ay 


% 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINI 

herein rr, unclassified 

EXZFPT V.V.2RE SH01VN 

OTHERWISE. 



enclosure 





MARTIN LUTHLK KING, JK. 


HHthen set forth the following points which 
he feels the FBI should he aware of and should make Martin 
Luther King aware of: 

1. FBI should discover the plot of communists 
to entice racists to assassinate King. 

2. FBI should discover the plot by communists or 
Black Muslims to kidnap King. 

3. King must be convinced of the danger of 
communist threats. 

4. King is like a little boy with a deadly toy. 

In addition to the above information, 

furnished the following descriptive data: 

Address 

Previous Addresses 
Birth 

Military Service 


_ advised that the above points are his opinion 

and he knows of no concrete plots or threats by the above- 
named organizations to do bodily harm to Martin Luther King, Jr 


torado, advised that she 

is t he supervisor or and he currently works 

as a he has 

oftei^xpresse^i^^funn^icleas^^n racial equality, religion, 
and politics to other nurses at the hospital and as a result 








MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


hiL e ) 

some of the nurses re fuse to t alk to him. j|^ indicated 

she had some doubt of ^^^Igal^iricntal stabi 1T"£y; "however, she 
advised in all f n i r n e ss'"t she would not give an opinion 

as to his mental faculties and stated that only a psychiatrist 
would be able to do this. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 


SOUTHERN CURTS 
V. CLARENCE M. 
CIVIL ACTION N 


TIAM LEADERSHIP CONFERI 
KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C 
UMBER 76-1186 


, ET AL. 
76-1185 

■NCE (SCLC) 
M, D.C.) 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Jud^e John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives,. 


{I' riurit) / 




lonisv: 


; 100 - 4367 ^) 

: (157-90) (c) 


r\ 

- O 


I >•;? I LTR AT ION 0? THE 
CR\-.P'-'—AN LwsDii.RS.rIIP 
E (SCLC) 



i Mrs • JhSPBR WARD, 2540 nansci^l Av^...— , wj 

Untucky, associated with the Reverend A. D. 

Pastor of the Zion Baptist Church in Louisville 
if Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, aavised that ^ 

■ izciiR KING is s cite dale a to visit Louisville, 
its .c-p '-p, *155', in connection v.ith the installing 
Rcvercna I. WILLIAMS KING, as Pastor of 
;ist Church in Louisville. ^ 

l, . \:-:-3 indicated Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING 
i-N -tay over night in Louisville, possiUly at 

•LCs f W 

/. 

yj is sent to Nev: York for information. ■ 

event Bureau or Atlanta desire Louisville 
Lon with respect to anticipated visit of ; J 

LIN LUTHER KING, please advise. A 


even * Bureau or Atlanta descre Louisville 
Lon with respect to anticipated visit of 
Pi;: LUTHER KING, please advise. 


(100-5716) (RK) 
(100-145194) (Info) (RM) 

0 

59 

HitlWroWIATlONCORTAmD 

hehiih is w;ct, ;;:!.V lE,D 

^v/'T'fT 


/C.*> - 


1-rnT ttTCCORI**} 


MB 

SJ 

QfXa 


jftfj 
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FBI 


Date: 4/30/65 


Transmit the following In 

-(Type Tn~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


via aikxjmj 


codeT 


DIRECTOR, PEI (1.00-442529) 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-153735) SECRET Hrtrur* 

Cim I : A •'''CO fMTEHSIGN 

(00: NY) K».I, W, l--i.-i.2-.......-. 

DATE or nLv’lEW IOR £ ( ^ 

DECUSUFICATION. 

There are enclosed for the Bureau six copies of a 

reformation obtained from 

b(*> b^o) 


I? 

gi r ^K 

2 r. >^V 

C "5x\ 




of 4/29/65# SAS 

'.,^■■■■1 conducted surveillanoe^a^oTANEE^^^ 
f?jUEvisun^^Wricean^resldence, but JONES and LEVISON were not 
^ observed. 

4 > Bureau (100-442529) (Ends. 6) (RM) / / - / • / .,• > ' 

A (1 - 100-106670) (MARTIN LUTHEn KI NG) /l L 

l m 2 - Atlanta (100-6670) - (Info) (Ends. 2T(RM) NOT RECORDED 

R* (1 - 100-5586) (MARTIN LimffiR_KINQ^_ x 165 MA Y 7 1965 


<4- 

wmw'j 


» to 

* « riH 

“ « 3D 

w ^ ce 
g 0 JW 


i 1 - New York (IOO-I 36585 ) (MARTIN LUTHER KINO) J42) rjmDQM COPY 
r% 1 - New York (100-153735) (42) \S 


< O co S r i«::fhiladelphltt (100- ) Encll Inf(RM) cqirff jENTiA’L’ 


* k: a. w JFOrgmd 

g^BS" *’ 1 


Sent. M Per 

p cudfpCTOTSL-- - 

E»e*\-»r 1 V‘'»« C Y^- 


0RTCHAL FILED If 










morning of 4/30/65, SAS 
■observed CLARENCE JONES and HARRY BELAFONTE 
boarding a United Airlines Flight to Atlanta. 


b l( c ) 


This letterhead memorandum 
because it contains information from 
sources which have furnished highly sensitive information 
concerning racial activities in the United States and Communist y / 
influence therein. It is felt this classification is necessary 
to protect these valuable sources. 

1/ 
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;v' York, New York 
April 30, 1965 


c!.,'.:r ! F;rr.! a nl 

EX'::'*: • !' ; ;• . 

! • .-• i, : ' ' ; : .:iiOFJ 


/ «2 • /$ 

'"SAVj/H/k 


I . :.i (.. » -. 

L-ATJI t. k-v .OR € / 

D ECLAS Ir i oA i I OK . - -l M : A ).. 


mie: Cct.-.uu iso ir.i lusrics .in “wv^t.1 a^Gvc* s 

Internal Security - C 
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C*i ‘ si 
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A confidential source advised on April 28 , 19^5, that on 
o'-an can-- Dora McDonald, Secretary to Martin Luther King, 
instructed that the following message be given to Clarence Jones: 

1 p s po Su)38u^ in Philadelphia. on S 3 .tu 1 rc.ny 

1 , T before the 3n^ Association., and felt be could 

th.3 d‘xc8A he yeve before tbs Associ^ticn of ’cne Ben of 
City of . s^v; Bor:: (on April 21 v lS5p) in -is entirety. 

■;"t ■ ■ . 1 ,’A^r en nn cy me rnmnee—pn—3 p -T—p -a— e> 

.c. unnu i'8 is 3 Ho o _e bb erenj enn -.e c 3 n.n 0 ^ us^ 

^ e * c* 'n— *■ o **c sccecn % ne vn j. — sene <j onew 00 .ul—nc 0.: 

~he Philadelphia program sc Jones can confer with "our friend" 
and cone up with one or two additional points for King to make 
a n • s ^^ £. c* . — v *. _l d. c. an . 

•Inis source has, in the past, furnished 

II — _ -11 • /*! ■ -I 


v. a. w v- 


- - 


__bnmticn tha* 

V«uS O* 1 * 


our friend" is Stanley 


vJ 


.Another confidential source advised on A.pril 29, 19°5* 
:at Clarence Jones told Levison he wanted to meet with him at 
_cut 5:00 PM that day. However, this was not convenient for 
Jones said he would be talking to Levison later that 


,. A dl-Plnd* asked Levison to call him at a meeting which he, Jones, 
-culd e attending that afternoon. Jones stated he could meet 


n- 


v i£ on'™.'^ 

this document conta 


this document Contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the P3I. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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Influence Ir. Racial Matters 


.Security - o 


:urce also advised or* April 


v:a::g of April 30, 1955# with Harry He 1 atonic. 


Jones 




29, 13^0, thauj 

Jones, Jones v:ould be going to Atlanta 

■‘•p 

A 4. 

:Ao v;ant to invest in his insurance company. Jones 
■ainfonte is joins down at 


_ u~w or tne trap is to meet with a group of Atlanta 


the recuest of Dr. King 


natter 


and also meet with the businessmen 


because ZaInfante has $100,000 in the company, cones explained 
that this company is the Intra Generic an Life Corporation, which 
he is forming. 

Clarence Jones held a reservation on United Airlines 
Plight Mumper 3^9, leaving New York City, at 8:00 AM, on 
April 30, 1$S5. 




In the morning of ApriA--30, IS-op, Special .Agents of 
_ wCreet on j e,ncc ^_c~i -j Cijs^v i/cc 0j.ar^nce 

Harry Belafor.te hoarding United Airlines Plight 


*" ‘g gev'k g.C 






c o 


Clarence Jones is the C-er.eral Counsel to 
the Gandhi Society for- Human Rights, 

15 Last AOth Street, New York, New York. 
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Coru.unist Influence In Racial 


Matters 


Refererx 


Internal Security - C 

Man; York letterhead r.eir.orandum,, 
dated and cautioned as above. 


;.li sources (except any listed belov;) whose identities 
concealed in referenced* communication have furnished 

. c- A at OZV.l£ wi, —A w^.-sP eat ^ • 


ahis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to _your 
aaer.cy; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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C. Morrell 


DATE I?- '.VA 

dam. 4-20-G5 

' >T,T, INFORMATT OK r/.FTAimmi 
jJruetV m*2k*SS??I*D 
EXCIti'T v.rrF.r SHOWN 
•OIHSaVVISZ. 


r- 


A { ' ii| i ,i . 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DICKINSON (R. -ALA. ) 
REQUEST FOR DATA FROM FBI FILES L 



By loiicr dated 4/16/65 Congressman William L. Dickinson, "Republican 


ilo. 


'•••'■■a, 


elected to Congress in November, 1964, requested that the pirector 


SL'..U 


whatever information the FBI has in its files on Dr. Martin Luther King and 


X LidUn 

comma.-. 


miy any information pertaining to Dr. King’s affiliations with communists and 


■front groups. Also, he desires data on the Southern Christian Leadership 




Conference and the Southern Conference Education Fund. Also he indicates he would 
be very much interested in seeing the reports of FBI Agents which concern the demon 
strut ions and the march from Selma to Montgomery. He states that Alabama papers 
stated there were about 100 FBI Agents in Alabama in this connection. Also he refer^/hU 
to his recent speech on the Floor of the House of Representatives on the connection 
between recent civil rights demonstrations in Alabama and the Communist Party.o ,(', a a 

\'W" ) 

A copy of the remarks by Congressman Dickinson on the Floor oL-^ie .ft- 
3-30-65 is attached. ^ I. .‘>i^ 

'1 


House of Representatives on 




Briefly, Congressman Dickinson spoke concerning the march from 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, and alleged that the press failed to report immoral 
activiE,engaged in by the marchers. He called attention to communist sympathizers 
associn owith the march and identified them as Carl Braden, Abner Berry, James 
Peck, - .yard Rustin and Martin Luther King. He also referred to others who have a 
security - .ask background. In this regard he stated that the U. S. Government knows 
all these ...cts; that the FBI has a file on ’’King Martin Luther,” and on the others 
he rnem.-med and said "the Government helped promote the occurrences in Alabama.” 
He alleged that Government officials participated in such activities and that the 
Justice department assisted in their promotion, all with the knowledge and consent 
resident. Also included is an affidavit of Karl Prussion, signed 9-28-63, 

.s forth information regarding communist activities in connection with the 
Nations Association for the Advancement of Colored People. (NAACP) Prussion 
is a termer San Francisco informant who assisted the FBI in security matters. & 

\/< [\ 


of the 


W L* o •- 

AiLii - 


Congressman Dickinson, aged 39 at th'e^i^oioyrf tiSjPBRction to Congress J 
.or railway executive and former circuit judg$ 2tfMlcAt||£$iery, Alabama. I»n> l 
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KK: CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DICKINSON 

lino \v in ihe Director's policy of having new members of Congress contacted where 
advisable, Special Hobson II. Adcock of your (Mr. DeLoach) office visited Congress- 
raam Dickinson on 2-2i-65. Dickinson was very cordial, was most appreciative of 
the co..met, indicated heknew very little about FBI jurisdiction and asked a number 
o: cues;ions in connection with FBI responsibilities in civil rights. He indicated he 
would, .m most willing to cooperate with the Bureau in matters of mutual interest 
and ;ia.L he was most grateful for the contact. 

OBSERVATIONS: 

Manin Luther King, of course, has had his name linked with numerous 
;:r. - .. .s'.-ivem groups and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, as well 
Siu.:hcrn Conference Education Fund. The Southern Christian Leadership 

C..a nee psCLC) is headed by Martin Luther King, Jr. It is currently under 

ii.-.a ;. ..aiio;i vG determine the extent of its communist infiltration, domination and 
a,... . .. The Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) is the successor 

on .-'anon to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in the "Guide to 

S..m.. o-iive Organizations and Publications" as a communist front by the HCUA in 
laa'.a The SCEF is the subject of a current Bureau security investigation. 

It is believe^ in accordance with existing policy, that it would be 
advisab _ to inform the Congressman that the confidential nature of FBI files pursuant 
to regu.Dions of the Department of Justice precludes the Director’s responding 
favorably to the request of Congressman Dickinson. 

7.1 : .; 1IVZNDATION: 


It is recommended that tl i attached letter advising the Congressman 
of n.c. confidential nature of FBI files be approved and thereafte r —delivered 

by special messenger. 
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TELETYPE 


FBI BOSTON 
555PM EST URGENT 4/23/65 RCS 

J° DIRECTOR (100-435794 ) AND LOS ANGELES 
FROM BOSTON (100-35794) IP 

u 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SM C. 


KING DEPARTED BOSTON FIVE P.M. TODAY VIA TWA NON STOP 
FOR LOS ANGELES. BOSTON VISIT CONCLUDED WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. SUMMARY TELETYPE FOLLOWS TODAY AND LHM 
WILL BE SUBMITTED. 

C.C. ATLANTA BY MAIL. 
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Your communication of April 24th, with enclosures, 
has been received. It was indeed thoughtful of you to bring this 
material to my attention, and I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you. 


In response to your request, I would like to reiterate 
that information in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I am sure you will understand the reason for 
this policy and why 1 am not in a position to comment as you desire. 
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Bf. J:7.ont . 

L fLr.crh 
C'j. j' r _ 
C‘jJ Jx', jr 
r .'f.r rod _ 


h-.y-r. _ 
SuJh.-a:. 
Tavr j .. 


interest. 


I am enclosing some Information 1 hope you find of 


Sincerely yours, 


V1ZD 

Enclosures (5) 

FBI and Civil Rights 

The FBI: The Protector of Civil Liberties 
The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 
Remarks of Senator Dodd, 2 -H 5-65 
The FBI... Guardian of Civil Rights 


MAILED Z 

f«AY - 5 1965 

C 0 MM-FB 1 



NOTE: We have had prior correspondence with this individual on 3-31-65 in 
which she made inquiry concerning the Director’s book on communism. Sh< 


Heltr.t 
Go; 


.• MAIL ROOMf- 

vTTMAY isUtoc.t 


WAM:ems (3) " - ' 

MAIL H00tjj~ 1 TELETYPE UNIT □ 


(See page 2) 








sent three newspaper articles from an unidentified newspaper in her letter 
of 3-31-65 which debates the question of voting being either a right or a 
privilege and one about the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America and statements 
quoted from the Director's message to all law enforcement officials. There 
was no derogatory information concerning this individual. She was given 
the files confidential reply previously. The enclosures which the 
correspondent sent with her most recent letter concern Martin Luther 
King and the civil rights movement and generally indicate that King is 
associated with the communists. 
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TRUE COPY 


Odessa Texas 
April 24, 1965 


Dear Sir: 


I am sending some clippings br you to read. 


Would you please explain these things. You sa y Martin Luther 
^ Kingjsnt connected with the communist - 


Odessa Texas 
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civ t ANi>i;;^oN 


^ON | A i.-ricst from Hamilton. On A 4 '*3 

&i MONTGOMERY, Ala. - T h e|-* r '?* • We i >t J° thc . S! ? rriff «“* 

^ Civil Rioters I have witnessed (? r „ ha ™ e , come 5? : %&1$ 

•ore am? in Selma arc strange-ifi?^ a h ^ e |f’ f w i sn 1 
]V leminkr^nf nf thp crnm T ^ But CvCn if ll 


, , . v n<| Marchers 

We have been led to believe ^created largely by the federal 
that all the demons!rations, sit- 1 government for its giving a 
ins, marches and riots invofv-| "green light*' for what were .r 


We have been led to belu-velcieated largely by 


thp fpriprn! 


men nf th 


ins; the '‘racial quest ion” were, Alabama unlawful actions, 
spontaneous. Nothing much has t We wondered why so man> 
been said in any of the new,'ministers of many denomma- 
media about how these things’lions became involved in t heJ 
have been organized and prn-'racial strife. A few idealists 
rooted but ihev certainly;were to be expected, but v 
have been, and in many cases seems there were droves o! 
the marchers, sit-iners and no?* preachers among the marching 
ers are, ami have been, paid hordes. 

#< wa°es and expenses.” includ-, A new light was shed recent' 
inc fines when imposed. jlv by an Amarillo newspaper 

Vn ihP hirkerine amoiiE t h e columnist. who wrote: ’An; 

« myMy 

tsiss 


> v i Democrat con- 

invention. Dirty, . rhere wes much sex activity^ 
['bearded b e a t- in ev * d ence, some involving! 
Jniks, inter spurs- Slacks an d whites under blank-! 
|ed with a few on ^ ie streets, in church] 

i 'bona fide but P ews and ™ open fields, |i 
misguided min- Mon^ppjppqt-Airport was load-,, 
'sters. But c e r* ed ^ chartered planes, such- 
AX'ni Rsnv tainly not all §/ one used by Americans For! 

n who posed *s [Democratic Action, for which' 


iC lilliUMCEK. 

(Ministers don’t become Coiji- 
munists but Communists do lift- 
come ministers). Ministers do 
get drunk and neither do n 


But "ministers were taking 
straight from the bottle here s 
the sheriff in Selma told me tlfij 
four "nuns” were drunk on tfi 
Selma Courthouse steps. Mj 
As anybody with walkiiw-f 



SnTjS m $M per day and an tK "newspapers” TSorli roshouidn’t^e ..Hunter, 

loou. Naturally, they protested men. The wnter penned th.s h ^wspaper^ acj.d “twortM^ backer of Martin Luth . 

when out-of-staters hogged the P „;p. f ^ - te ^ w hat is going on here ThiW' r King ' has ,ost faith in Kin g 

show and some of them were be [ hem ™ dangerous CommunUt - |romoted pretodtl • 238 ^porters have been to 

•‘thrown out of work when the oay. wm be t e m g , t0 civil war ^ JBselma. Stran 6 e how little troth 

number of marchers was limit- Tn°se posmg a . g ^. f connection with rtght-to-vote inlpot out. . .although local negro- 

ed bv the width of the highway, ed uniforms «e the epitome_of|^ elma {Qr severa , months -^ es were and intimi- 


eeping him?” [ 

C. C. Hunter, negro Metho-‘ 
list preacher In Selma, told me 
ie has never heard a white; 
verson in Selma say that a ne-j 
jro shouldn't vote. . .Hunter, an! 
^iginal backer of Martin Luth-| 
r King, has lost faith in King f 
. .238 reporters have been in 


Those northerners, white or ftf S fhpm°firs^t"hand “ 1 Sheriff’s office has been urging‘Idated in order to force them to 

. _ » ...i._ *_some oi tnem ursi nanu. « nAOrn »c to register to -t— n 



colored, who traveled far at Sq * t turns oul that t ^ e 

their own expense t0 ® mass spontaneous demonstra- 

part in the mass demonstration t . on was ^ t0 a great deg^s, 

may have been sincere, b phony, with hired marchers and, 
doubt their common sense. Hav- h ; re(J p reaC hers in rented 
iQ£ your own citizens involved 4 * c j ot j 1 .. j 

in protest k meetings or marches Jt has aJso comeoult hat ; 
is somewhat different from ha mar , y t ^ e marc hers of Wash-; 
ing strangers com mg in by the j n g ton j ast year were being 
hundreds to take part in them ^ And the (j ernons tration 

and bringing dissension in their ^ gainst the House committee 

wa ^ e * on Un-American Activities in 

: We deplore violence wherever § an Francisco was pulled off: 


qualified negroes to register to, marc h t the Sheriff’s office in 
ote. When asked vn\y more Se j ma re p 0r t s that they could 
egroes didn’t register, the n^i identify only seven local 
roes replied that they were;negroes in the march. . ."Nazi” 
ailing for Dr. Martin Lutner j^ inC() j n was here. He 

hng to lead them to tue^F y,,s 'i Beems to follow King every- 
iny negro who can read ana | w ^ ere |f ca USe trou- 

If rite can register to vote. Jble, Rockwell can, . .the movie 
^Reliable* sources here have. Btars who j e y on Alabama are 
porteef to me that an amou-. t j ie same jjnmorai gang of per- 


portea to me uiat an the same immoral gang of per- 

ce carrying a woman ® verts, prostitutes and comrats 
■»pital i«as stopped and hiocK- y ave p^niuted countless 
od by marchers. P^hce ^ther Communists projects, 

them to disperse. They refused. President Johnson came on 


• , , * , , _ -- --f /. . j. * ifUIUMt/U wuut Wtl 

it raises its ugly head, and mostly by hirelings—of whom?!MMounted police moved in to dis- n/ ^ a w hite fury because a 
we join with others in express- Who is paying for all these riots, ■perse them and were attacked fQman who shouI(J tave ^ 
ins sorrow and sympathy to the sit-ins and marches? Well, who ■ with switchblade knives Eight „ taking c&re of her 


families of those who lost theiri is expecting to "divide and* horses were cut badly. Mac ^ chi]dren was brutally 
lives because of the violencelconquer" America? H Butler, Sheriff of Montgomery nur( j er ed while violating the 

-- County was hit on the back of iws of Ae formeily wirtipi 

> te of Alabama. The Preii 
the leg. - Pftmo* ,r tr» 1® jent was strangely silent when 

ft Mississippi police officer, try 
Tna to enforce the law in Mkc 


ng to enforce the law to Miss 
tslppi, was murdered by a ne 


























<Nnftc.;«fc! Review) 


The French have a wumI for Alnberna, and 
L — for that sort of V.ar^d-up, U J, a «. c 
•bsessive frenzy that seizes | . , , , 


Detroit worn mi is Miot iri * 

four men arc* 
her ai rested by 1 


it 

obsessive frenzy t>» M i . ... . 

n community > »d drives It to !r-, the HiI - nommally as Violators 
latioKt! excesses, of b o t h :of her civil lights, in substance 
thought and conduct: the condi- las her murderers. Within min- 
Lon, for example, of much of ! u t es 


the 


. .. President, assuming 
.he South Vietnamese public in , h ir h „ broa(!cast t0 the 
the months prior to Diems as-[ . . 

sassination, when even seif-im- country a ferocious denuncia- 
molation became routine. The lion, not of these four individu- 
Prenrh have come to call it, als, but of an organisation to 
simply, “intoxication”; and,which they allegedly belong, 
they have noted that, though and has called for still more 
this spiritual intoxication seems,laws to proscribe that organi- 
often to set in spontaneously, it [ration. No one seems to think it 
can be induced or heightened by odd that these men are Judged 
those whose interest it serves, (guilty without trial, nnd that the 
One begins to wonder wheth- Klan is judged with them 
er we Americans may rot be’though no evidence has appear- 
near the edge of an Intoxication ed to indicate that the Klan, as 
brought on by this heady brew an organization, is in any way 
of Freedom How. If we had a Involved. “Everyone already 
drunk test for the spirit, what knows all that it is necessary to 
would it show of a community’know about the Kfan,” com- 
that accepts liendowns, by un-jments the New York Times, 
couth and grimy provocateurs, adding a typically drunken kind 
along the corridors and gate-of gratuitous insult to the House 
ways of the home and head -j Committee on Un-American Ac- 
quarters of the head of state? Itivities, which proposes, In order 
That sees no absurdity when a'to distinguish gossip from fact, 
mixed band of Idealists, slobs, ! to investigate the Klan: “The 
fanatics and nihilists, whose committee, with its staff bloat- 
avowed program is civil disobe- ed by over-paid time-savers, has 
dience, demands an escort of never demonstrated any investi- 
soldiers? That presents to its gating competence.” Sitting be- 
Jegislature, with the peremptory j fore the TV cameras on “Meet 
order for immediate enact--the Press,” with the usually re- 
ment, a law whose open viola-, lent less interrogators transform- 1 
tion of Constitution and tradi-’ed into acolytes, the Rev. Mar- 
tion is matched by Jts break [tin Luther King lays down his 
with common sense and reality? decrees with more Johnsonian 
In the delirium of this mon- “IV* and “We’s”: there will be 
strously misnamed “civil rights demonstrations and civil diso- 
movement,” everything is per-’bedience until our will is done; 
mitted. Schools emptied. Chil-’there must be a total economic 
dren become the advance guard'boycott of Alabama. And even 
of mobs that throw themselves j for that iast senseless, as well 


on the ground, block highways 1 as impossible proposal, there is | 
and bridges, chain themselves to solemn discussion instead of 


lamp posts, lie down in the of- laughter, 
fices of magistrates. Students Buried on page 58 of the 
leave their campuses to picket March 28 New York Times 
banks for lending money, news- there was a tiny dispatch from 
papers for priming the news, Hattiesburg, Miss., noting that 
officials for enforcing the law. Cloudies ShinaN, a 20-year - old 
Respectable old ladies journey Negro, had signed a statement 
a thousand miles to seek im- admitting that the previous 
prisonment in causes of which night, while driving with three 
they understand, and seek to other Negroes, he hod shot and 
understand, nothing. Audiences fkilled Constable Frederick L. 
crowd the theaters to drink [Humphrey, 28 years old, and 
deep of curses and obscenities white. No relation, we gather, 
hurled from the stage at their I of the Vice President, who was 
country, race and religion. |not expected at the funeral. 


















he American Way 

By HARRY BROWNE After all, most of them are 1m- 
"The most basic American prisoned for handling others 

. . a i . _i.u uMaP 1 _ :tL. «mm i»atr nnli. 

right is uie riguw iu - money m me oomc k—- 

How many times we’ve heard tjcjans do 
that cliche. Superficially 1 ^ now let - s ta i k sen se. Tn- 

czonnHs reasonable. After h. 

'houldn’t ^STSSai h»Te righf to f votTwhy^^eny ev 

jg ?^rme y n?? PartiCiPate TTSeS? a°E T5 i°t her 
BuMet’s hold up just a min- words, why not simply a 1 low 
„,p_ before weget carried each individual to dojvhatJe 
' chooses Wltn ms own yrv^- 1 } - 

aV What does the right to vote Why not limit the use of force 

^ ? e 'SfySF* ^ ** ^TXtVTcLs 

g* M "IhfSl,U»2» *5 w«f. work? »*"*. if £ 

|*L pamed The right to vote true that individuals are toe 

means Hie oower to tell another dumb or too ignorant to r u n 
means tne po ^ _ r An ^- th fhttir affairs, then how can 

"tlV that sounds all right. The great issue of ourUme^ 

£ Sr-ssE- 

ions "and register the thieves? Don't you agree? 
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While there is talk among ; Rev. Khg and vou ' - • • - 
some people about boycotting,here, as well as j'r a—’- : -V- 
everyone and everything in A!-'country arvwVr* VW- 
abama, it might be well to re-!thues rh n ,w* J.: 

mind ourselves that Alabama!der°to feetftheir owm' Vm’‘ L ' 

people are human beings loo. i (i Were v^u _.Vs 

The Huntsville, Ala., News King, when t'-e VVi■vW■ 
carried an editorial following was accomplished iir-Vr “- ; : - 
the recent murders in that dert^ r h„ '.‘Z ,. 

state. We believe it is worthifomicaticn'a-itwg Vm* V V 
reading and considering. Fob marchers ihem4vesV ” ‘' 

lowing is the editorial: I - B , Jt } . v „_ 


THE SADDEST OF ALL 


President 


“Alabamians today are heart-j States is murdered fn dV’-V 
sick. They have seen their town Danas, can there "v Vo 
state besieged in a propaganda 1 tection for 30,000 cemo-Va*V ; 
tactic calculated to stir emo-icn the highways of AlabV 
tions. They have seen a minis-,Tate at night? 
ter beaten to death and a moth-' “And we sV to Rcterr . 
er of five young children mu r-; ton, Imperial fVnd' W-> 
dered by night riders. |the Knights v':V* »• “V',.' 

“Both could have been moti-'Kian, we a-j t-V V r 
vated sincerely in going to Sel- 0 f your ilk fVded W- • 
ma to participate in the civil'whose deeds ’stain tV V-V 
rights demonstrations. It’s in-tiors of the *ood peoV of‘V-' 
adequate to say that they bama, some- or later a V 
should have been at home try’- brought to justice 
ing to solve social problems in : “The causeVnd* *> C ' 

their own backyard. They had! “As AlabaxVns V* V/ 
their own reasons for being iniashamed. angry ’ tthVno-V 
Alabama, whether we agreejat what nappe nee o n Vt hV-. 
with them or not. jway between Mor.trVerv *'V 

luoimi juuluci joeima l nursesv n:^hi fc >>.* \ **.. 

King, How many more human:bama newsmen we >-*v, 
beings are you going to lead tojthe propagandas row’^VV 
their deaths before you decide licked. To oro:e«t m t \ VV 
that in civilized societies, con-jplain that the’Selma ‘mure - 
ference tables, courts and Jegis-jwere the work c ( p c « V- ■ 
lative halls are better thanxhorus of indignant' dW' : - 
streets for changing laws? ;ments from all corners of the 

We say King: You knew world. 
what was likely to happen —j “They went in •,!, rn-^n-- ^ ’ 
probably would happen — when!the nation at news VtheVix 
you began that bizarre marchjder of Mrs, Liuzzo, but V 
from Selma to .Montgomery.,saddest state of aii was ■('. 

For you know Alabama people^ 
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pamphlet pule is;... d by 1 {I} INLH-> 

IMT-THINT AMFUrC'.N in 1963 re¬ 
veals the but kgi i,>f Martin 
Lmher King, le;M<. : lT ihe N< g^o 
in.;.ss march from STma to Mont" 
gomcry, Alabama, vJ,b h began on 
March 21. 

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KNG 
An article appearing in the March, 
1935, booklet entitled PARTY OR¬ 
GANIZER, issued by the Central 
Committee of ihe Communist Par¬ 
ty, U.S.A., stated: 

“In the United States there are 
five million of the Negro population 
organized in fraternal organiza¬ 
tions, ten million in churches ♦ . . . 
We must systematically study how 
to penetrate among the millions 
of organized Negro workers.” 

in INTERNATIONAL OF YOUTH, 
published under the authority of the 
Young Communist International, 
headquarters in Moscow, March, 
1935, appears the following: 

* .In the South, especially for 
the Negro youth, the church is the 
center of all cultural and social 
activity. It is here that we must 
work. By building our units in the 
church organizations, we can im¬ 
prove our work . . . In Alabama 
there are certain places in which 
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the church organizations of youth 
under our leadership, and these 
can become legal covers for our 
work in the South.” 

By a strange coincidence, the 
leader of the riots in Birmingham, 
Ala., in April, 1963, was a Negro 
minister by the name of *Rev. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King. According to an 
article appearing in the New Bed¬ 
ford, Mass., STANDARD-TIMES: 

"Mr. King was quoted as telling 
a Chicago assembly last year, 'it 
(the Montgomery, Ma., boycott, in 
which there was much violence) is 
a part of something that is happen¬ 
ing all over the world. The op¬ 
pressed people are rising up. They 
are revolting against colonialism 
and imperialism and all other sys¬ 
tems of oppression.* ” 

When Martin Luther King draws 
a parallel between the situation of 
the American Negro and "oppressed 
people's** rights against "colonial¬ 
ism** and "imperialism** he is fol¬ 
lowing exactly, to the word, the 
Communist line. 

The Negro ex-Communist, Man¬ 
ning Johnson, appearing before the 
Joint Legislative Committee of the 
State of Louisiana on March 8, 
1957, testified regarding Com¬ 
munist infiltration of Negro 
churches in the South, stating: 

"They (the Communists) had two¬ 
fold purooses .... First, to be 


The above photograph was seized in a raid in 1963 on the head¬ 
quarters in New Orleans of the Southern Conference Education Fund, 
which has been officially identified as a Communist front. Here is 
shown Martin Luther King, head of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, who, for several years, has been in the forefront of 
racial agitation throughout the Nation. Below the photograph is a 
reproduction of the notation appearing on the back of the original 
photograph which indicates that three identified Communists, Anne 
and Carl Braden and James E. Dombrowski were among the principal 
speakers, along with Martin Luther King, at the Sixth Annual Con¬ 
ference of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in B inning- 
ham, Ala. on September 25-28, 1962. The handwriting is that of James 
Dombrowski. Although King denies connections with Communists, the 
above photograph proves otherwise. 

Fred L. Shuttlesworth. An article hired O’Dell. However, it soon be- 

in the June, 1963, issue of the came known that O’Dell was again 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER Identified in King’s employ and, at a press 
Shuttlesworth as also the new presi- conference in Atlanta on July 25, 

dent of the Southern Conference 1963, Rev. King admitted that on 

Educational Fund. According to the June 26 O’Dell had, "by mutual 

article, both the Senate Internal agreement,** left the Southern 

Security Subcommittee and the Christian Leadership Conference 

House Committee on Un-American for a second time. King gave as 

Activities have described the SCEF the reason his concern that O’Dell’s 

as an organization set up to pro- affiliation with the integration 

mote Communism throughout the movement would be used against 

South. The field secretary of the it by “segregationists and race 

SCEF is an identified Communist baiters." 

by the name of Carl Braden, of In other words, according to Rev. 

Louisville, Kentucky. King, anyone who brings out the 

HUNTER PITTS O’DELL fact that a man with Communist 

Rev. Martin Luther King has a affiliations is associated in a 

facility of attracting to his ranks prominent position with the civil 

men with highly questionable back- rights movement is a “race baiter." 

grounds. One of these is Jack H._a a v a ph pi ktin 
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of pjotro ?o *- f?:j.I j t :. y:oj.:. ?i*jlity to 
the C- Mi.-ii;: 1 *: ?S op«. '..Fn* in the 
South. I’or example, ?n a rr!:ikr 
VST Oie States, the police officials 
v.vvc constantly after the vein- 
WimiMs. \Vc J1, the best phu e for 
hiding was in the chi; £ eh, So they 
cloaked themselves in religion, be¬ 
coming active men/rs in the 
church/* 

Again, it is no coincidence that 
with increasing frequency Negro 
churches are becoming the as¬ 
sembling areas for mobilizing the 
Negro masses to pour * nto the 
streets in Negro demonstrations. 

The activities of Martin Luther 
King have met with beaming ap¬ 
proval by members of the Com¬ 
munist Party, U.S.A. In the pam¬ 
phlet entitled TURNING POINT IN 
FREEDOM ROAD published in 
1962, the Negro Communist Claude 
Lightfoot praises Rev. King by de¬ 
scribing his activities as "the 
healthiest sign in the whole Negro 
struggle/' 

THE STRANGE ASSOCIATES OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING 

King conducts most of his racial 
agitation activities in his capacity 
as president of the Southern Christ¬ 
ian Leadership Conference. The na¬ 
tional secretary of King's organiza¬ 
tion is a Negro by the name of Rev. 


>t. i.OLm ‘•f.Cjiq; la I of. 

tolvr i ':!■?, Li tod: 

“A Cos.iniw' Li has i rtf ill. 1 mu d to 
the 1 - T cd-:. I ,Jt! VC post hi I ho 
Rev. M.uMn J.uher King'.; So-.ch- 
i rn ChtiMkm Leader; hip c.ijiior- 
* nee. He is Jm k- H, O'Dt 11, acting 
c x cc u*! v <-* d .« i'l i to i of (J or if e v t. nc c 
activities in sviiih<'aster j> status ... 
From his biirh in.Detmii in 1 923 
until as late as 1958, he was known 
js Hunter Pitts O'Dell. This (/Dell, 
by whatever name, operates as a 
concealed member of the national 
con j mlitee of the Communist Party, 
LLS.A;, according to a highly 
authoritative sou rce/ 1 

On April 12, 1956, Hunter Pitts 
O'Dell Invoked the Fifth Amendment 
when testifying before the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee. 
However, Robert Morris, counsel 
for the subcommittee, said inform¬ 
ation had been received that O'Dell 
was, in fact, district organizer for 
the Communist Party in New Or¬ 
leans. Hundreds of documents seized 
at O'Dell's home substantiated his 
position in the Communist con¬ 
spiracy. 

Shortly after the above-mentioned 
article appeared in the ST. LOUIS 
GLOBE-DEMOCRAT and in other 
newspapers throughout the country. 
King accepted O'Dell's resignation. 
When public attention was no longer 
focused on King and his relation¬ 
ship with O'Dell, King quietly re- 
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On January 21, 1953, Bayard 

Rustin pleaded guiity in Pasadena, 
Calif., to a charge of sex per¬ 
version and was sentenced to 60 , 
days. Earlier, as a student at the ! 
College of the City of New York, ! 
in 1936, Rusiin joined the Young ' 
Communist League. In World War 
II he served 26 months in Federal 
prisons as a conscientious ob- j 
jector. 

When A. Philip Randolph, chair¬ 
man of the August 28 ; 1963, march 
on Washington, was confronted with 
the background facts on the march's 
deputy director, Rustin, and was 
asked if such a record would cause 
the replacement of Rustin, Randolph 
replied "No, he's Mister March 1 
bimselfl We couldn't do without 
him." 

It is not surprising that Martin 
Luther King associates himself with 
characters tagged with Communist- 
front labels when King's own views 
are coming nearer and nearer to 
those of - the Communist Party it¬ 
self. In addressing the march on 
Washington participants in August, 
1963, Rev. King promised that there 
would be "neither rest nor tran¬ 
quillity in America" and that "the 
winds of revolt will continue to 
shake the foundations of our nation" 
until his aims are met. 

The "revolt" or "revolution" 
which was so frequently referred 
to by the speakers in Washington 
is not really one for so-called 
Negro "rights," but is, instead, 
a revolution to seize political 
power in this nation in order to 
first hoist the flag of Socialism — 
and ultimately. Communism —over 
the United States of America. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The informa¬ 
tion concerning Martin Luther King 
as stated above is only a small 
portion of the documented facts 
contained in TAX FAX #46, which 
exposes Communist influence in the 
Civil Rights movement. Also in¬ 
cluded is a list of the NAACP 
leaders with Communist or Com¬ 
munist-front affiliations. For copies 
of this important pamphlet, TAX 
FAX #46, write THE INDEPENDENT 
AMERICAN, P.O, Box 4223, New 
Orleans, La. 70118. Price: 25C per 
copy; 10 for $1.00; 100 for $10.00.) 
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liiFORMAliON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF I a -ts 40 BY S 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


The April 28 , 1965 issue of the "Los Angeles Times", 
a daily Los Angeles metropolitan newspaper. Section 1, Page 3> 
carried an article entitled "200 Selma Negroes Lose Jobs, 

Dr. King Charges." The article dealt* with a speech delivered 
by Dr. Martin Luther King on TueeCay, April 27, 1965 on the 
campus of the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

The article quoted Dr. King as stating that 200 Negroes 
had been fired from their jobs in Selma, Alabama because they 
registered to vote. Dr. King called for a "Domestic Freedom 
Corps" of 2,000 students from northern and western universities 
to work this summer in 120 counties of the Deep South to 
help get Negroes to register to vote. 


The article stated that Dr. King spoke under the 
auspices of a UCLA speakers program series and was paid 
$2,500.00 for the appearance. He was introduced by UCLA 
Chancellor Franklin D. Murphy. The article stated that King 
ras "vihisked under heavy guard" to the platform where he spoke 
to the audience. 



A source, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on April 28, 1965 thafr Dr. Martin Luther 
King, accompanied by his aide, Bemarefl^ee, departed Los Angeles 
on April 28, 1965 at approximately 8:40 AM via Trans World 
Airlines, Flight 174Y for St. Louis, Missouri, where they 
Iwere- due to arrive at 1:42 PM St. Louis time. Dr. King indicated 
that he might go omto Atlanta, Georgia from St. Louis before 
making any other stops. 


MX This document contains neither recommendations 

V >c N v nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI 
A and is loaned to your agency; Ltand its contents are.Q.ot 


V* to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Your letter of April 29th has been received, and 
the thought which prompted you to write is appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, information 
contained in the tiles of the FBI must be maintained as confidential ~ 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is ~ 
available lor official use only. 1 regret that I am unable to be of ! - 
further help in this instance but trust you will understand the rea^mA 
for this policy. , , i 

T~* <r, 
x 

Enclosed is some material on the general topic of g 
communism which I hope you will find of interest. Perhaps you x 
may also wish to refer to my books, "Masters of Deceit" and "A 
Stuay of Communism." These were written to help readers gain an 
insight into the strategy and tactics of communists, both In this 
country and abroad. Copies may be available at your local library. 
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Our Heritage of Greatness 

Faith in God--Our Answer to Communism 
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Communism--The Incredible Swindle 
12-21-64 U. S. News and World Report 
Let’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bhfiles. 
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v - t \T d-■ r>i vrho is' dl-v gushed v:.'.th the tHngs ^oing qn 

<'w?ci?Uv now in the South, regarding civil '.-,.: 
.ts.Vh^v: come questions In my mind on the various reports cover- , 
the mV - 'Act. If you can, pleaso i'olp me answer some of teem. . <■ 


—4 a . p -r,. ...' ,,41 t'*o or three year", some newspapers carried 3 pic— . 
trre "of ’tartin tut’- or^!i rvi^at tending a Communist training session. '■/..: H-’ < - ; vh V 
Sore other people vihcT saw it, say it could have teen taken ..almost ary~' hh . ;t- 
w > e rg ps I 'understand, this picXtre was taken by an F.3.T* agent, f^jrr 
question here, of course, is: Did Martin Luther ring attend these Cos-. 
munist training sessions? Another question: If it true that he vas 
is affiliated with over 60 Communist front organisations? If not 
than 60 , then how many, if any? ' s ; . - ti'ifi&yi 


— . . •?; 

T Kust admit that from what I have learned of Communistic .tactics,, iVf Jj,k^- 
iooVs a' 5 though he is using them since Communists always se?ro to effec|r|fc4® 
t v e best results by "using*' people who would otherwise hate Communis* 
if it was called by that name. *. .such as the ministers, priests and terns 
who took part in the marches. V 

I know you are a busy man carrying out important work and ask ojtij • 


a simple but clear reply. 
Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


" -X 

>:. ::V>'* h -y jft Vl &§&? 





' P S - I wish to add that in speaking with many Jfe^ro acquaintances, ». 
l^teivs 1 m I fLd that they a« Just as disgusts* 
e'-fer taking advantage of tie ignorance of the less 
r,;i o-veil-educated of their people. I pan understand this 

s&ljjtoH the same way about my relatives In Poland. - - 
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suiikci REFERRAL BY CONGRESSMAN JOHN J. GILLjGAN, OHIO, 
OF POST CARD DEPICTING MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND OTHERS AT COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 
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who was elected 11/64 and for whom no derogatory information appears in Bufiles, 
forwarded a post card depicting Martin Luther King and others at an alleged commu¬ 
nist training school. Gilligan asked the names of the three people sitting near Dr. 
King and that this post card be returned to him. On the reverse side of the post 
card the names were set forth and a description as to where they appeared. This 
photograph is readily recognized as one widely being circulated by individuals 
attempting to point out the true nature of King’s activities. A circular received by 
this Bureau frequently as reprinted from the ’’Augusta Courier" on 7/8/63 shows 
the photograph from which the post card picture was cropped. Actually the post 
card cropped Abner W. Berry and the description on the reverse side would tend to 
indicate that Berry was the person known to the Bureau as Myles Horton, Director 
of the Highlander Folk School. 

According to Bufiles the individuals depicted in the circular are 
properly identified. All of these individuals are well known to the Bureau for their 
communist-front activities and connections. T ,.. ---- 


OBSERVATIONS: 


It would be difficult to put in writing the description of the true 
photograph from which the post card was cropped; however, a personal contact 
could deliver the circular and the congressman could be apprised of the proper 
names to be utilized in connection with his request. ^ * A 
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That someone from your (Mr. DeLoach’s) office make^the appropriate 
contact with Congressman Gilligan or his Administrative Assistant ^rd.tactjully refei 
to the confidential nature of data appearing in our files/ iM tffis t ime tne attached 
post card can be returned to him along with the attached circular ii'dhi tITCj AU^dkla 
Courier" and the "cropping" of Berry can be explained orally. NaHir^^r ^ jcf^§ not 
verify nor disclaim the cha.r«tct6riz<itions of these men. 
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S c* r i n I pull or! from this file under court order of 

U.S. District Judge John Leris Smith, Jr., and sent t 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, EX AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1105 


SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COMFEREN 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 


CE (SCLC) 

, D.C.) 


Unrecorded serial dated pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judae John Lewis 
Smith,'Jr., and sent to National Archives. 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U S. 

^ WASHINGTON, D.C. 

l' 

April 26. . 196 5 . 


Respectfully referred to 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


If it is possible to do so, 
will you kindly advise me the 
names of the three people 
sitting near Dr* King in the 
attached photo. Please return 
the photo-card to me. Thank you. 





Very respectfully, 


.^ 

John^J. 



M.C., 1-Ohio... District . 
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The obove picture was mode by cm cmplc yce of the State of Georgia, at tho Highlander 
Folk School in Montcoglc, Tennessee during the Labor Day week-end of 1957. Tho photo- 
gropher was sent to the Highlander Folk Scf ool by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was abolished t y an act of the Legislature of the Stole of Ten¬ 
nessee ot a later dote because it was charged with being a subversive organisation. 

Those numbered in the picture arc: 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Mcnrgomciy boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Frusslon, a counterspy for the FBI <or twen'y-two years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belongs to sixty Communist frort orgoni: otions — more than any Communist In the 
United States. He is promoted o*i encou aged by the Kennedys. 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Ccmmittci of the Communist Forty. 

3. Aubrey Williams, President of th< iouthen Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Tron*- 
mission Belt in the South for the Commui ist Porty. 

4. Myles Horton, Director of Highlordcr Foh School for Communist Training, Monteagle, 
Tennessee. 

These "Four Horsemen" of rocal ogiti lion have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
gnd violence in their advancement if the Communist doctrine of roctol not tonal ism. 

Reprinted from-AUGUSTA COURIER 
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/vf'A .. . . Marlin Lulher King *. Communis! Training School 
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